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I. Introduction: Eighteenth-century England may be character-
ized as a century of great and vital changes in all fields 
of human endeavor. 
A. In politics, the changes may be observed in: 
1. A change from absolute monarchy to a powerful 
parliamentary system. 
2. A change from isolated England to the great 
British F.mpire. 
}. A change from corrupt pol~tics to honesty in 
the performance of governmental tasks. 
B. In social conditions, the changes may be observed 
in: 
1. A change from an interest in the brilliant 
court to an interest in the masses of the 
people. 
2. A change from the brutality of the first 
part of the century to the spirit of com-
passion for all people in the last part. 
a. Bull-baiting was prohibited. 
b. The slave-trade was abolished . 
c. The condition of the poor was alle-
viated. 
i. 
ii. 
d. P~ison reforms were inaugurated. 
e. A reform in the criminal law was made . 
}. A change from the agricultural England of 
the seventeenth century to the industrial 
England of the nineteenth. 
a. New inventions made the output of'the 
manufactories greater. 
b. New inventions, better transportaion 
facilities, and the supremacy of the 
seas increased England's foreien trade. 
c. People flocked to the manufacturing 
centers and caused crowded living 
conditions. 
C. In literature, the changes may be observed in: 
1. A gradual chane;e f'rom the prose of the Age 
of Pope to the poetry of the Romantic 
School. 
2. A change from prosaic, unimaginative sub-
jects to emotional, imaginative ones. 
}. The great contributions of the literary 
men of the century to all fields of lit-
erature. 
D. In religion , the changes may be observed in: 
1. A change from the scoffing attitude of the 
people in the first part of the century to 
their deeply spiritual attitude in the 
latter part. 
iii. 
2. A change fro~ the abstract theological and 
metaphysical controversies of the High 
Churchmen to the evangelistic sermons of 
the Wesleys. 
}. A change from formality to spirituality in 
the church services. 
4. The development of new church parties: 
a. Methodism. 
b. Evangelicism. 
5· A change from an attitude of toleration of 
all evils on the part of the leadere to a 
humanitarianism. 
E. In h~nody, the changes may be observed in: 
1. A change from the use of Metrical Psalms 
to hymns in the church services. 
2. A change from lifeless to fervent and 
spontaneous congregational song. 
}. The steady development of the hymn in the 
hands of Watts, Cowper, Newton, the Wesleys 
and others. 
iv. 
II. Thesis. 
A. The Town of Olney. 
1. The climate of Olney was ~or the most part 
damp and unhealthful. 
2. The people of Olney were sickly because of: 
a. Their sedentary occupation. 
b. The unhealthful climate. 
'· The town of Olney consisted of one long street 
flanked by houses of stone. 
4. Olney was a good retreat for Newton and Cowper. 
B. The life of the Rev. John Newton (1725-1807) was 
varied and strange. 
1. In his childhood (1725-1736) he was given good 
training. 
2. His early manhood (17,6-1754) was spent for 
the most part as a profligate sailor. 
a. For the first six years he was inter-
mittently a saint and a sinner. 
b. He became a confirmed sinner, through 
his experiences in: 
1) The navy. 
2) 'l'he services of an African slave-
owner. 
c. He was converted during a storm on his 
trip home. As a result: 
v. 
1) He became a ship's officer in 
the African slave-trade. 
2) He married. 
') He became a respectable capte in 
in the slave ... trn.de. 
d. He left the sailor 1 s life because of 
a strol(e of a poplexy. 
'. 'l'he period of transition from his sailor life 
to his life as a preacher. (1754-1764) 
a. He allied himself with religious re-
vivals in Liverpool. 
b. He became tide-surveyor in Liverpool. 
c. He was ordained a deacon of the Estab-
lished Church in 1764. 
4. As curate or Olney, Newton passed throUEh the 
moat fruitful pP-riod or his life t17b4-17~0), 
because: 
a. tle carried on a successful revival. 
b. tle originated week-day relig ious 
educational training. 
c . He published several books, the most 
important of which was Olney Hymns. 
5· The last years of Newton's life were spent in 
London as rector of St. Mary Woolnoth Church. 
( 7804807) 
Vi. 
a. He was as successful ~here as he had 
been in Olney. 
b. He suf'fered much grief from ~he loss 
or loved ones. 
c. He preached ~o ~he end, ~hough his 
sight and hearing railed him. 
6. Newton was 1:.he e;reat preacher ana spiri tua1 ad-
viser of ~he Evane;elical Party. 
C. 'l'he 1 f'e of William Cowper ( 17.~1-18L10) was equally 
strange. 
1 • 'l'he childhood ( 1 7.~ 1-1749) o:t" Cowper was ror the 
moat part unhappy because: 
a. His mo~her aied in 17'7· 
b. He was tormented at boardine school. 
c. He was threatened with blindness. 
2. His early manhood t1749-17b7) was spent in 
leisure in London, as: 
a. An apprentice to a lawyer. 
b. A lawyer. 
c. A candidate for a position in the 
House of Commons. 
~· He became insane. 
4. '.L·he remainaer or his lire ( 1767-1800) Cowper 
spent as a recluse in: 
a. Huntingdon. 
vii. 
b. Olney, where: 
1) He became a. religious zealot 
under Newton's ca.re. 
2) He wrote hymns t'or the Olney 
nymn-book. 
') l''or -.wo years he suffered rrom 
insanity. 
4) He -.urned to poetry a.s nis ru-
ture occupation. 
c . Weston underwood. 
d~ Va.r1ous places in search or health. 
5· Cowper was the great poet of Eva.ngelicism, as 
well as the forerunner of' a. new school of poets. 
D. The Olney Hymns: 
1. Were written by Cowper and Newton to: 
a.. Be used in the services of the Great 
House. 
b. Memorialize their friendship. 
2. Were arranged under numerous headings in three 
books. 
'· Were written according to rules la.id down by 
Newton. 
4. Were used more for private devotions than for 
public worship, because they: 
a.. Are of a revival nature. 
viii. 
b. Depict the personal experiences of 
the authors. 
c. Are gloomy and sad. 
d. Are more didactic than poetical. 
E. The Olney Hymns reflect the lives of: 
1. Cowper. 
2. Newton. 
II I. Summary. 
ix. 
INTRODUCTION. 
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY ENGLAND. 
The eighteenth century was one of the most important 
centuries in the history of England. There are very few move~ 
menta and ve~ few institutions in existence today which do not 
owe a great deal to the developments of that century. Every 
phase of human endeavor --- politics, literature, religion, sci~ 
ence, philosophy, education, industry, ethics, history --- was 
affected by these developments. 
It is difficult to characterize this century because of 
the rapid changes that were going on throughout the whole of it. 
There were changes going on in all fields of human activity. "It 
was the century of the breaking of old traditions, and of the in-
troduction of new systems in life and government." 1 And so it is 
practically impossible to sum up the history of the eighteenth 
century England under any one descriptive formula, except perhaps 
that it was a century of changes. 
The first half of the century was practically a station-
ary era in almost all fields of endeavor, except perhaps in poli-
tics, where a slow growth toward a more democratic government may 
be noted. But in the other departments of the national life, there 
were few signs of active growth. "The philosophic thought of the 
t White, James--- The Ei~hteen Christian Centuries, page 491. 
x. 
age was mainly critical and destructive; religious sentiment 
throughout the first half of the century was dormant or declining; 
art during the same period has no triumphs to record; and though 
prose literature indeed throve vigorously, the poetic spirit waned 
almost to the point of extinction. We have to wait till the cen-
tury has run more than half its course before trade and agricul-
ture take their forward stride; and it was only after it had en-
tered on its last decade that the age underwent that mighty change 
from comparative inertia to vehement and, in many respects alarm-
. 2 ing, activity which gives it a unique place in our history." 
Now let us examine this century a little more closely to 
discover what these great changes were. Politically speaking, it 
may be divided into two great periodsa a period of inertia domina-
ted by the figure of Walpole, and a period of change dominated by 
the influence o~ Pitt. The former was a time of peace, and of 
business prosperity; but it was also a time of open corruption in 
politics. Sir Robert Walpole came into power as the first prime 
minister when George I of Hanover came to rule on the English 
throne. The monarch could not speak English and was not acquaint-
ed with English ways. He had to depend on Walpole to perform all 
the business of hie office. This meant that absolute power was no 
longer invested in the king. Parliament now controlled matters. 
This led to the gradual development of the present parliamentary 
2 Traill. H.D. ---Social England, volume v. page 1. 
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system. 
Walpole's regime (1714-1742) is plainly stamped with hie 
character. He was opposed to the Roman Catholics; and withheld as 
many privileges from the Non-conformists as possible. He opposed 
the entry of England into any European war and succeeded in keep-
ing her neutral. This peace policy was advantageous to English 
interests, for it allowed the country to experience a great mate-
rial development. This made England prosperous; and her prosper-
ity at this time was the principal cause of her successes in the 
great wars in which she took part later on. He disliked any change 
or innovation anywhere. As a result, hie influence on the church 
and on literature was baneful. Under him, bribery in politics was 
reduced to an organized system. Conditions became such that no 
one could get a governmental position except through influence or 
bribery. This made the politics of his time so corrupt that it 
even affected the morals of society at large. During the twenty-
eight years of his administration no fundamental change took place 
in the character of English social life. Among the rich, there 
was a careless submission to the existing conditions; While among 
the poor, there was a contempt for law and order. And in litera-
ture, Walpole's influence on society may be noted by the populari-
ty o~ Pope's feelingless conventionalities. 
With the fall of Walpole in 1742, England entered the 
period of great changes. In this time, she experienced a epiritu• 
al as well as a political awakening. "Both movements, of which 
xii. 
the leaders were respectively John Wesley and William Pitt, repre-
sented a reaction against the deadening influence of Walpole's 
system upon Church and State." } 
With the fall of Walpole, England's foreign policy be-
came quite different. One war followed another in rapid succes-
sion. From 1740 to 1748 she took part in the War of the Spanish 
Succession because her interests in India, America, and Europe 
seemed to be endangered. Then in 1756, she entered into the Seven 
Years War, chiefly through the French and Indian War in her Ameri-
can colonies. At first she seemed to be losing, but with the as-
cendancy of Pitt to power, her fortune changed. He reorganized 
everything, and eo gained the confidence of the people. At the 
end of this war in 176}, the supremacy of England in America and 
India and on the sea was firmly established. She was now the most 
powerful nation of the world with an ~enee colonial empire. But 
then came the American Revolution in 177}, when she had to fight 
her American colonies who were trying to win their independence 
from her. This left her feeling very despondent in 1785. She had 
had to recognize the independence of the United States. She was 
left with Canada as her only colony in America. And in 1782, she 
had lost her direct control over Ireland when she had had to give 
legislative independence to that country. During the French Revo-
lution (1789-1799) the political leaders had to be very watchful 
} Traill, H. D. --- Social England, Volume V, page 172. 
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that a similar outbreak might not occur in England also. For there 
was arising in England a democratic feeling which was largely due 
to the rise of the middle or merchant class. The House of Commons 
was becoming more and more important as this feeling grew. And so 
one sees that whereas the history of the !'irst part of the century 
was of a commercial and economic nature, the history of the last 
part is one of wars and politically unsettled conditions. 
The betterment of England's social conditione was one of 
the greatest achievements of the eighteenth century. It, too,took 
place in the latter part of the century. At its beginning, condi-
tiona were terrible. The court took no interest in the common 
people. It prided itself on its brilliancy, but cared little 
whether the rest of the people had enough to eat or wear. Though 
brilliant, the court was shallow and cruel. Pope represents it to 
us in ita lifeless, unemotional or rather falsely emotional man-
ners. Great attention was paid to the details of dress and behav-
ior, and none was ever given to the great, broad side of life. The 
lower classes were oppressed. They worked as slaves on the great 
manors of the nobles. Servility was drilled into them from child-
hood. They were given no adequate church facilities. As a result, 
they were unbelieving and lived their lives in a hopeless state. 
The clergy, which should have been striving for the betterment of 
social conditions, was itself idle, corrupt, and lax in its morals. 
Appointments to churches were made by patrons, and so nothing was 
ever done by the clergy which was against the interests of their 
patrons. 
xiv. 
But with the dawning of changing conditions in politice, 
there was also a change in the social conditione. This was mani-
fested in ml$ ways. There was a revival of a more epiritual life 
in the midst of a jovial, unbelieving, and often course and brutal 
society. With this revival there arose an increasing senee of hu-
man brotherhood, and a realization of the worth of human pereonal-
ity. "English history containe few thinge more truly beautiful 
than the etory of this awakening tenderneee and compassion." 4 
Bull-baiting, the cruel sport of the court, wae gradu-
ally done away with. Public feeling wae aroused by the atrocities 
committed against the Negroes in the slave trade. Statesmen like 
Wilberforce, and journalists who had been enjoying the freedom of 
the preee eince 1695, worked for its abolition. Improvements 
were inaugurated to alleviate the conditione of the poor. Educa-
tion began to be furnished to the poor as well as to the rich. 
The religious revival remedied conditione in the city ae well ae 
in the rural churchee, eo that the poor might aleo have a chance 
of religious development. This was greatly aided by a more lib-
eral circulation of the Bible. Prison reforms were inaugurated. 
For over a century, the prieonere had had to go thro~h unspeak-
able suffering and inhuman treat~ent in the jails and prisons of 
the land. A reform of the criminal law was also made during this 
time so that these laws were more humane. 
4 Pancoast and Shelly--- First Book in English Literature, page 281. 
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When England's place as the mistress of the seas had be-
came established, industry began to grow by leaps and bounds. Be-
cause the old methode were eo awkward, inventions began to be made 
to facilitate the carrying on of business on a large scale. The 
spinnine-je~r, the power-loom, and the steam-engine came into 
common use. With the increase in manufacturing, many changes took 
place in the induetrdal life of .the nation. With the increased 
output of these industries, more foreign trade had to be carried 
on. That meant better facilities of transportation had to be de-
vised. The steam-railroad and the steamship were perfected at this 
time. As a result of all this, the agricultural England of old 
times gradually became the industrial England of the nineteenth 
century. 
This change in occupation entailed a change of habita-
tion. The lower cJasses left the country and flocked to the ci-
ties. Crowded conditions arose• and there was a consequent suf-
fering among the working people. This condition was attacked by 
reformers, and remedial legislation was carried through the Houses 
of Parliament. 
The social conditions confronting the people of the 
eighteenth century were of great magnitude. They were not all 
successfully solved, but they were improved to such a great ex-
tent that someone who mieht have been in England at the beginning 
of the century and had returned at the end, would not have recog-
nized it as being the same place he had visited before. 
xvi. 
English literature during the ei6hteenth century went 
through a series of changes which reflect those in the life of 
the English people. At the beginning, during the reigns of Queen 
Anne and the two Georges, the prose literature reflected the pro-
saic life of the court. It continued the traditions built up by 
Dryden and his contemporaries in the latter part of the seventeenth 
century. In their hands Enel,eh literature had deteriorated froo 
the brilliant age of Elizabeth to the unimaginative, unemotional, 
and unpoetic age of Pope, the chief representative of the first 
period in English literature during the eighteenth century. "The 
age of Pope, like the age of Dryden, was an age of prose. Common 
sense, reason, conformity with the classic rules of composition 
continued to prevail over imagination, passion, and independence 
in thought and style. On the theory that they could be made poet-
ical by the outward adornments of rime and rhythm, the most com-
monplace and prosaic subjects were treated in verse." 5 Litera-
ture became formal, machanical and artificial. It was a litera-
ture of the town, centered in London and in the court at London. 
There was no consideration o~ h~anity. 
But in the middle of the century a poet arose who dared 
to write in a different strain. He still wrote of the commonplace 
but he did it in a more natural, lese formal way, that led to the 
brilliant period of the Romantic Revival. This poet was Cowper. 
He called poetry back from conventionality to nature, and intro-
5 Pancoast and Shelleys First Book in English Literature, page 2,4. 
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duced true sent~ent into the art again. He did not write of Lon-
don nor of the court, but of the rural life of England and described 
the beauty of the country. "English literature was no longer re~ 
stricted to the narrow life of Pope's London, but could portray with 
sympathy and renewed spiritual insight the life of the country and 
of the middle and lower classes as well as of the upper classes in 
the city." 6 It is at this time that modern English literature had 
its birth. "After the rise of this new literature, or from about 
172,, we find the literature of England flowing, as it were, in 
two separate streams; the one, marked by a mode or fashion of writ-
ing which began definitely with Dryden, may be traced from Dryden 
throueh Pope, its perfect representative, through Samuel Johnson, 
until its dissipation in the time of Wordsworth; and the other, 
springing from a different source and inspired by a different spir-
it, flows with gathered force and volume, and with deepening chan-
nel, almost to our own time." 7 
But it was not until the age of the nature poets ---
Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Keats, Shelley --- at the end of the 
century that any deliberate crusade was made against the poetry of 
Dryden and Pope. There arose the great Romantic School which took 
as its tenets: a return to nature, to the great open spaces, the 
sunshine and the beauties of nature; a renewed sympathy with man-
kind; an interest in children and in home life; a return to the 
6 Pancoast and Shelley: First Book in English Literature, page 279. 
7 Idem, page 28,. 
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poetic manner of Shakespeare and his contemporariesJ a renewed use 
of the imagination; and, especially, a free expression of the feel-
ings and emotions, which had been suppressed by the "common sense" 
era of Pope. 
As a whole, the eighteenth century has given us a mass 
of literature, both poetry and prose, that is astounding when one 
stope to survey it. Every field of literature received some of 
its best contributions during this time. A brief listing of these 
fields with representative men will brin8 out this fact clearly. 
In the novel, the names of Richardson, Fielding, Smollett, Sterne, 
and Jane Austen stand out; in poetry, Pope, Gray, Collins, Gold-
smith, Chatterton, Cowper, Burns, Thomson, Blake, Crabbe, Words-
worth, Keats, Coleridge, Byron, and Shelley; in drama, Sheridan; 
in history, Hume, Robertson, Gibbon and BurkeJ in the essay, Ches-
terfield and Horace WalpoleJ in letters and memoirs, Walpole, Her-
vey, Chesterfield, Cowper and Newton; in hymnody, Watts, Cowper, 
Newton and the WeeleysJ and in lexicography, Samuel Johnson is 
the great representative. 
At the beginning of the century, religiously speaking, 
the nation was still under the influence of ita reaction from the 
Puritan regime. "Among the higher classes there was wide-spread 
in~idelity, and reli8ion was a matter o~ jest and sco~~- The 
Church was deadJ the higher clergy were neglecting their duties; 
sermons were cold and formal essays. The lower classes were stol-
id, callous and brutal. The nation was bnmereed in material pur-
xix. 
suits, and was without thought or care for things ideal and spir-
itual." 8 It was a time of controversy. It seemed more important 
to the prominent and successful churchmen to spend their time in 
the most abstract theological and metaphysical arguments than to 
provide stimulating and evangelistic sermons or "to attend to the 
active work of the church. Not only was the Church lifeless, but 
it was also worldly, resorting to the same methods the politicians 
were using. Its high positions were intrigued for and sought after 
as political spoil. Even in the Non-conformists' meeting-houses, 
there had been a decline of spiritual life, and little more than 
tradition and formality could be found in them. 
But such a state of things could not last long. ~ Men 
could not, in ~he very nature of things, long remain sat1eried 
with mere reason or common sense as the rule of life; nor with a 
religion that appealed only to the intellect, and was often in-
sincere and cold; nor with a philosophy that ignored or diecred-
9 ited man's inner life and the experiences of the soul." 
And so it was that at Oxford a group of students banded 
themselves together to form a society to quicken their religious 
life. Because of the strict and methodical life they set for them-
selves, they were called Methodists. Three of ~hese men did per-
haps more to change the religious life of England than any other 
8 Myers, P.V.N. ---Mediaeval and Modern History, page 487. 
9 Pancoast and Shelley : First Book in English Literature, page 280. 
xx. 
group of men before or since. John Wesley organized and directed 
the spiritual revival that took place. Hie brother Charles wrote 
the hymns that were such powerful forces in awakening the spiritu-
al life of the English people. And George Whitefield did the same 
thing from his pulpit. These founders of the Oxford Society never 
expected that their methods of reviving spiritual life would drive 
them out of the Established Church, and would lead to their fonm-
ing a new church. But that ia what happened. As long as the Wee-
leys were alive they would not consider themselves outside of the 
Established Church. They considered themselves only a spiritual-
izing agency inside of the Church itself. But soon after their 
death, the actual separation occurred and the Methodist Church 
took its place among the great denominations of the world. 
The Wesleyan Revival affected the Church of England in 
several ways. It took awaJ' many of her more earnest members who 
were tired of the sham that she was giving them in the name of re-
ligion. And these people became leaders in the seceding group. 
This shocked same of the leaders in the Church into a realization 
of the need of a more spiritualized religion. And so the Metho-
dist Revival caused the Established Church to form into two par-
ties, ~-- those who remained strictly cold and formal, called the 
High Church Party, and those who :formed the more liberal and more 
evangelistic group known as the Evangelical Party, or, as it was 
le.ter called, the Low Church Party. 
The leaders of Evangelicism were Calvanistic in their 
xxi. 
theology, following the lead of Whitefield. They claimed the 
right to preach the gospel in their own way, and also to sing 
evangelical hymns in their churches as well as the metrical 
Psalms in the prayer books. With not mush of a party organiza-
tion, these Evangelicals nevertheless tried to carry on the re-
vival as best they could. At first, not much of their work 
could be done in London, and eo their best work was done in 
isolated parishes. 
felt everywhere. 
But later on, their influence began to be 
It was to be felt especially in the refo~ 
movements of the century. The~r opposed slavery and helped to 
bring about a change in the penal and prison laws. They helped 
spread a new moral enthusiasm along with the epiri t of kindness. 
They quickly accepted the idea of the Sunday School, and sup-
ported the movement for popular education. They enthusiastical-
ly helped oraganize the new Christian Missionary Movement. Their 
leaders ---Wilberforce, Simeon, Toplady, Scott, Newton, Cowper, 
and the Milners --- are no longer very well known; but, even 
though they are forgotten, their achievements for the better-
ment of humanity will always be a monument to their practical 
religious life. 
Religion was raised by them and by the Wesleyan fol-
lowers from the cold, intellectual and fonnal plane that it was 
on at the beginning of the century, to the highest spiritual and 
benevolent level of its latter part. Here again, we see another 
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great change of the eighteenth century. 
English hymnody, the especial field with which this the-
sis is concerned, really had its birth during this century. Very 
few actual hymns were in existence in English at the beginning of 
the century. The churches were using the metrical PsaLms almost 
entirely. These were of such a poor quality and were sung in such 
an outrageous manner that the people were receiving no benefit 
from the singing part of the service. In fact, the sin~ing was 
being delegated to ~he choirs almost entirely. 
Watts,. the son of a non-conformist minister, became quite 
disgusted with congregational singing. He attributed a great part 
of the current indifference of ~he people toward religion to the 
use of these Psalms and the renderi~~ of ~hem. He made it his task 
to reform congregational song. At first, he tried his hand at writ-
ing better and more spiritual Psalm versions. These became very 
popular. Then he became convinced that new and different standards 
should be applied to church song. He decided that it should be 
more evangelical, should be more freely composed anrl should express 
the thoughts and feelings of the singers more adequately. He left 
off trying to paraphrase the Psalms and began to develop the h~~. 
For this reason he is called the Father of Modern Hymnody. 
That reform which Watts began was carried on to a much 
vaster extent by the later hymnodiete of the century. John Wesley 
was greatly moved by ~he degraded condition in which parochial 
Psalmody was found at that time; eo he and his brother introduced 
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hymne into the worship eervicee held by the Holy Club of Oxford. 
But it wae not until their voyage to America that the brothers 
came to a realization of the great spiritual potentialites of the 
hymn. This realization CRme to them in the services held by the 
Moraviane who were on the same ship with them and who impressed 
the brothers with their deep spirituality. John immediately began 
to study the German hymn to discover where the great difference 
between it and the English hymn lay. He began to make translations 
of the German hymns to be found in the "Herrnhut Gesru1gbuch". And 
in 1737 he published his first hymn-book, A Collection o~ Psalms 
and Hymns. On their return to England, the Wesleys published sev-
eral hymn-books in conjunction. But when they actively began 
their revival, Charlee Weeley became distinctively the poet of the 
new movement while John attended to the publication of hie brother'• 
hymne. 
All England was soon stirred by the fervor and spontane-
ity of the singing of those who were following the Wesleye in 
their revival. The clergy of the various churches began to strive 
for a revision of their Psalters. Hymns of spiritual experience 
and evangelism began to be written outside of the Methodist Revival. 
In the Church of England, the new Evangelical Party re-
alized the great drawing power of good hymns. They decided to 
develop them also. Whitefield who wae the leader of Evangeliciem 
began to uee hymns as a meane o~ evangelism. He soon published a 
collection of hymns for use in his tabernacle. Various clergymen 
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followed hi!! lead and attempted the writing of hymn-booke for uee 
in their churchee without adapting them to any special church 
services. The most famoue of these is the book of "Olney Hymne" 
written by Newton and Cowper in the town of Olney. Although 
Evangeliciem produced no euch great hymnists ae the Weeleye, 
etill quite a number of the hymns best-known to ue today were 
written by Evaneelicale. 
The great change that took place in hymnody in the 
eighteenth century can only be fully realized when one examinee 
a modern hymnal. It is striking how few of our hymns were writ-
ten before the eighteenth century, and how many of our favorite 
hymns were written by the men of that century. The names of 
Watte, John and Charle8 Wesley, Doddridge, Newton, Cowper, Top-
lady, Stennett, Olivere, and Gibbone are very prominent in the 
liet o~ authors of the modern hymn-book. And eo it is fitting 
that a more intenei ve etudy ehould be made of these men that we 
may come to a better underetanding of their hymne. It ie for 
this purpoee that the following study of Newton and Cowper and 
their hymne, ae published in the "Olney Hymns", is undertaken. 
NEWTON AND COWPER AND THE OLNEY HYMNS. 
A. THE TOWN OF OLNEY AND ITS VICINITY. 
The little town of Olney, whose fame rests upon that of 
two of its inhabitants of the eighteenth century, has changed lit-
tle from that time to this, except that it has been made more 
healthful. It wae in this town that John Newton spent the first 
sixteen years of his ministerial career, and it was in this neigh-
borhood that William Cowper spent twehty-nine years of his seclud-
ed life --- nineteen in Olney and ten in Weston Underwood, a vil-
lage which from its earliest times was closely connected with Ol-
ney. It was here also that the Olney Hymns had their birth. 
In Cowper's time, Olney was a very inhealthful place 
during the winter season. The Ouse River would overflow and flood 
all the surrounding country. The cellars in the town would remain 
flooded almost throughout the whole season. The damp houses,which 
resulted !'rom thie flooding, help,:Oreed the diseases which were eo 
prevalent there. The fields surrounding the town would also be 
flooded. No intercourse between Olney and Emberton, the town on 
the opposite aide of the river, could be had during the rainy sea-
son until the bridge of "wearisome but needful length", of which 
Cowper speaks in"~he Task", was built by two friends who wished to 
visit each other more frequently. This bridge spanned the whole 
valley. The poole of stagnant water left under it by the floods 
were the breeding places of the fevers which overcame the inhabit-
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ante of ~he nei~hborhood. This unhealthful cl~ate was bad for 
Cowper in that it made h~ gloomy, and so brought on a recurrence 
of his affliction of insanity. 
During a great part of the year, the etreete of Olney 
were eo muddy that Cowper was forced to remain indoors. He tells 
us that he missed taking walks in the surrounding country, and 
that hie only exercise for months at a time was to pace up and 
down a thirty-foot gravel walk in hie back yard. It was because 
of this state of affairs in Olney that Cowper moved to Weston 
Underwood not far away. But it was far enough away from the river 
Ouse to make the place drier and therefore more healthful. Here 
he could enjoy himself by walking through the surroundin~ country 
at practically all ttmes of the year. 
The people of Olney proved to be good material upon 
which Newton's missionary zeal could expend itself. They were 
extremely dull and irreligious, and even brutal. Their occupa• 
tions of lace-making and straw-plaiting kept them confined to 
their homes. Their sedentary occupation coupled with the ex-
treme dampness of their climate made them subject to frequent 
fevers. 
The cnildren were not allowed enough time for health-
ful play, eo that their constitutions were already weakened by 
the ttme they reached manhood and womanhood. At six, both boys 
and girls were sent to ~he lace schools. The school-mistress 
was usually the wife of one of the cottagers who was in comfort-
able circumstances. At ten, they were set to work earning two 
shillings a week. By ~he time the children were thirteen, they 
were expected to earn their own living. If they were diligent 
they could be earning the maximum amount of six shillings a week 
by the time they were sixteen. In order to earn this much they 
were forced to work from dawn to ten or eleven o'clock at night. 
It is no wonder that travellers were struck with the sickly ap-
pearance of the inhabitants of Olney. 
Newton spent all his time during hie pastorate here in 
trying to relieve these conditions. Cowper's sensitive nature 
was also touched by this poverty. He wrote hie rrienda to collect 
money for ~hese poor people that ~heir lives might be made a lit-
tle easier and happier. 
The town of Olney consisted of one long street flanked 
by houses built of stone but mostly thatched. In Cowper's time 
this street was singular in appearance. A raised pitched cause-
way with posts at intervals ran down the middle. This was need-
ed because of the rainy season when a stream of water ran along 
the side of the road. The southern end of this street opened 
up into a triangular~shaped market-place. 
It was on the southern end of this market-place that 
Newton and Cowper lived --- Newton in the vicarage, and Cowper in 
the house next to it known by the name of Orchard Side. Except 
that they were located near Silver End, the most degraded sec-
tion of the town, their location was about the best that could be 
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had in Olney. They were both fairly comfortable, even though 
Orchard Side . wae deteriorating fast. Both had spacious gardens 
in the rear, where the two friends spent many pleasant hours in 
conversation with each other, and where Cowper spent much of his 
time during the extremely hot days of the summer. In his garden 
Cowper built h~self the famous Summer House in which much of his 
poetry was writt~n. 
The church with ita octagonal-shaped tower and its chimes, 
as well as the Great House in which Newton held his week-day pray-
er-meetings, were on the main street of the town. The taverns, the 
Round House, the barber's shop, as well as the surrounding country 
are all made familiar to us in "The Task". Copwer, in that poem, 
has given us a beautiful description of Olney as he saw it. 
The little town on the Ouse in Buckinghamahire, though 
unpleasant in winter and in summer, was the beet place for both 
Cowper and Newton. Its seclusion gave Newton the opportunity to 
get entirely away from the thoughts and experiences of his early 
life at sea. It presented to hbn conditions which called for an 
application of his religious fervor and zeal. For Cowper, Olney 
offered a place where he might hide himself and his affliction 
£rom the world. It furnished him the quiet that he needed. And 
in the spring and autumn, the beauty of the surrounding country 
filled his poetic soul with material for his later work. 
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B. THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 
The names of John Newton and William Cowper, two great 
eighteenth century men, are seldom separated in the minds of stu-
dents of English hymnody and religion. Theirs is one of the fa-
moue and interesting friendships recorded in the history of lit-
erature, and yet it ie one of the strangest. These two men were 
very unlike in character and in past experiences, and yet their 
friendship was one of the closest imaginable from the very begin-
ning of their joint residence in Olney. In this little out-of-
the-way parish they lived apart from the world, and yet they were 
the product of their t~es just as surely as were the better-
known leaders of the eighteenth century. 
The Olney Hymns will always be a monument to the friend-
ship of these two men in the fields of literature and of religion. 
Without Newton's encouragement, Cowper's name would probably never 
have been connected with religion and hymnody; and we would be 
lacking those lovely hymns which he contributed to the hymnal. 
Without Cowper's need of mental employment, Newton would perhaps 
never have thought of writing and publishing a book of original 
hymns; and again we would be lacking some very beautiful ones. 
In order to understand their hymns to the fullest ex-
tent, it is necessary that we know the story of their interest-
ing and strange lives. Each one reads like a novel. 
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Thie is especially true of the life of Newton. Hie was 
a varied and strange career, ae may be seen when we read what 
Nutter and Tillett call him --- the child of many prayers, the 
profligate youth, the wicked sailor, the despised servant of a 
Negro slave, the "African blasphemer", the contrite penitent, the 
happy Christian, the consecrated minister, the eminent divine. 1 
It hardly seems possible that one person could be clas-
sified in eo many and eo diverse ways. And yet, such was the life 
of John Newton, the author of most of the Olney hymns. 
He was born in London July 24, 1725. His mother was a 
devout woman who prayed often that her boy might become a good 
man, and perhaps, be a minister. His father was a commander in 
the Mediterranean trade and waa seldom home. This left the educa-
tion of John in the hands of his mother. Because she perceived 
from the temperament of her boy, that he would be fitted to become 
a minister, she started his education in that direction. She be-
gan teaching him Scripture from the time he was three years old, 
storing his mind with valuable sections of the Bible, as well as 
the catechism, hymns and spiritual poems. She often prayed with 
him, and for him in his presence. At six he began the study of 
Latin. But he had not advanced very far in this study when hie 
mother died. The training she had given him and the prayers she 
had said over him remained with him and influenced him throughout 
1 Nutter and Tille~t --- Hymns and Hymn Writers of the Church, 
page e 428-429. 
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the remainder of his life. Sometimes in the darkest mooents of 
hie sin, the memory of the devotion and prayers of his mother 
would cooe to him, and his heart was immediately softened. 
A year after his mother's death, his father married a-
gain. His step-mother was not pious as his own mother had been, 
and so his early training was not continued. When he was seven, 
he was sent to a boarding school in Essex. The first year in 
this school was a hard one for him. The sever~ty of his master 
almost broke his spirit and his delight in books. But in the 
second year, a new teacher interested him in Latin and he soon 
made rapid progress in that subject. The attachment he for.med 
for Latin at this time was life-long. Whenever he had an oppor-
tunity to read a Latin book, he did not let that opportunity pass 
without making use of it. 
At eleven, his father withdrew him from school and took 
him with him on his trips through the Mediterranean. But John 
was not happy with his father, who had been educated in Spain and 
had developed an air of distance and severity. In fact, he was 
always afraid of him. Between the years 17~6 and 1742, he made 
several trips with his father. Usually there was a considerable 
lnt6rval between voyages. These intervals were generally spent 
in the country to hie great enjoyment. 
When he was in his fifteenth year, his father decided 
to place him in a Spanish school in Alicante, Spain. But he ru-
ined this opportunity to get a further education through his un-
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ruly conduct and great misbehavior. Hie father again took him on 
hie ship that he might be able to keep a watchful eye on h~. 
During these years~ his temper and hie conduct were va-
ried. At first he prayed~ read Scripture and kept a diary. Next~ 
he learned to curse and blaspheme~ and became exceedingly wicked 
when he was not directly under hie father's eye. One day he fell 
from a horse and narrowly escaped being killed. This accident 
frightened him eo that he broke off hie profane practices for a 
time. These struggles between sin and conscience were repeated 
often. He tells us in his autobiography that he took up and laid 
aside a religious profession three or four times before he was 
sixteen. He also tells us how he would frequently pray first and 
then rush into folly with little remorse. His last reform was an 
ascetic kind. He spent most of hie time in prayer~ meditation and 
reading of the Scriptures~ and fasted often. He kept this up for 
two years until he was gloomy~ stupid~ unsociable and useless. At 
the end of that time~ a copy of Lord Shaftesbury 1 s Characteristics 
came into his hands, and he was led away from the ascetic life 
through perusing it. 
When he was seventeen, hie father decided to send him 
to some place where he would be under different influences. He 
obtained work for John from a friend who had a business in Ja-
maica. But the week before he was to sail, his father sent him 
to Kent on business for himself. There, John visited the Catlette~ 
some old friends of the family~ and fell in love with their oldest 
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daughter, Mary, a girl of fourteen years. He could not bear to 
think of going to Jamaica where he could not see her for five 
years, eo he remained in Kent long enough to mise the ship on 
which he was to leave. The love that he acquired for this girl 
was as sacred to him as that of his mother. The memory of her 
and of hie mother went with him during the next seven years. He 
was true ~o them, no matter how low he sank in the moral realm; 
arld his love for them and the knowledge of their love for him re-
deemed him several times. 
On finally arriving in London, his !'ather was very angry 
over his irresponsibility. But he immediately began looking for 
another place !'or him. He finally obtained a job as a common eail-
or with a friend who was sailing to Venice. As soon as he arrived 
on ship-board, his wickedness seemed to return to him. But while 
the ship was anchored in the harbor of Venice, he had a vision that 
made him turn aside from his wickedness for a while. He dreamed 
someone came to him while he was on duty and gave him a ring which 
would bring him peace on the condition th~t he guard it diligently. 
But after this visitor had departed, the tempter came, obtained 
the ring from him, and dropped it into the ocean. His great dis-
tress at the loss of the ring brought back the first visitor, who 
recovered the ring from the water but would not return it to him 
as he had not proved himself capable of caring for the ring of 
peace. 
This dream caused Newton to change his life for the bet-
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ter again. On his return to England in December of 174~~ he was 
impressed into the navy~ where hi8 father obtained a good place 
for him. He did well in this poeition until he met some free-
thinkers who Unsettled him again. When away on leave to see the 
girl he loved~ he etayed away too long again and received a ee-
vere reprimand. He wae placed on duty to prevent desertions from 
the ship. Instead of fulfilling his duty, he himself deserted 
and started on the road to find hie father. He was arrested and 
returned to the ship, where he was degraded and publicly whipped. 
Several times during the following passage to Madeira~ he thought 
of killing the captain or him self, but his love r or Mary Catlett 
restrained him. He says in one of hie letters, "Though I neither 
feared God, nor regarded men, I could not bear that she should 
t hink meanly of me when I was dead." 2 
On arriving at Madeira, he asked to be transferred to a 
ship which was in the harbor at the time, and which was bound for 
Guinea. The captain gave him hie release. He transferred~ feel-
ing that now he could act ae badly as he wished without restraint. 
The captain of the new ship was his father's friend and would 
have been hie friend~ too; but he acted worse than ever before. 
"I not only sinned with a high hand myself," he confesses, "but 
made it my study to tempt and seduce others upon every occasion."' 
The captain was not religious, but Newton went too far even for him. 
2 The life of the Rev. John Newton, by himself and Richard Cecil~ 
Page 4~. 
~ Idem~ page 46. 
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On seeing the coast of Africa, Newton decided he would 
like to etay there. He was discharged on the condition that he 
would go into the service of a slave-owner who was on the boat 
and who was a part owner of it. During the next year he sank to 
the lowest depths of life. He was shamefully treated by the Ne-
gro wife of his master while ~he latter was away. He fell ill 
with fever. She let him thirst while in fever, and hunger while 
recuperating. He describes his suffering in his autobiographical 
letters. "My distress has been at times so great as to compel me 
to go by night and pull up roots in the plantation (though at the 
risk of being punished as a thief) which I have eaten raw upon the 
spot, for fear of discovery." 4 His condition wae such that even 
the slaves looked down upon him. "I was rather shunned and de-
spised than tmitated; there being few, even of the Negroes them-
selves ----but thought themselves too good to speak to me." 5 
But throughout this wretched time, though sick and hungry and 
cold, he would go off into remote places as often as he was able, 
taking Barrow's Euclid with him, and would study mathematics, 
drawing the diagrams upon the sand with a long stick. 
He wrote to hie father several times that he might send 
someone to rescue him. But before hie father could send help, 
Newton had received permission to live with another trader on the 
same island. There he was treated well and was given an important 
4 The Life of the Rev. John Newton, by himself and Richard Cecil, 
5 Idem, page 50. 
Page 54. 
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post to fill. And eo it was that when the captain, whom hie fa-
ther had sent, came to get him, he was loathe to leave. But hie 
desire to see Mise Catlett again brought him to the decision to 
leave Africa. 
After all hie sufferines, it would seem that Newton 
would have been chastened; but, instead, he employed hie leisure 
time in inventing as much profanity as he could. 
But one day he came across Stanhope's Thomas a Kempis 
and read it. The question of "What if these things are true?" 
came into his mind, but he brushed it aside. On the following 
day a storm arose, and all expected that the ship would sink. At 
one time, he involuntarily exclaimed, "If this will not do, the 
Lord have mercy upon us." He was startled at this statement, and 
asked himself, "What mercy can there be for me?" As Newton stood 
at the pump all ~hat night, he thought of what he had read the 
day before and his faith in God slowly came back to him. He de-
cided to 11 ve a good life thereafter. '!'hat day, March 21, 1748, 
was the turnine point of hie life. He began to pray and read the 
Bible again. The parable of the Prodigal Son affected him very 
much. Hie faith increased throughout the trials of the remainder 
of the trip. At first, the captain blamed all the trouble on 
Newton, calline him his Jonah, and frequently making the remark 
that the only way to reach Eneland safely was to throw Newton 
overboard. But by the end or ~he trip, Newton was so changed that 
the captain offered to put him in charge of a ship destined for 
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the slave trade. He declined the offer, however, choosing rather 
to go as an officer under someone else until he could learn to be 
the kind of a man a captain should be. 
He stayed in Ireland where ~he ship landed until his 
strength had come back ~o him. During this time, he continued to 
study ~he Bible and ~o pray. To all appearances he was a new man, 
but he did not know real communion with God until six years later. 
He left Ireland for Liverpool to see his t'ath~r again 
before his departure to America, but he did not arrive in time. 
His t·ather sailed and he never saw him again. He was ashamed to 
see Miss Catlett, eo he wrote her instead. She answered that she 
would await the outcome of the voyage he was to ~ake as officer 
of a ship. 
Although he began ~he journey with prayer, he soon re-
turned to all his wickedness, except profanity. He was again at-
tacked by fever on the coast of Africa. He saw in it a visitation 
from God because of his relapse into sin. This made him resolve 
never to allow himself to forget God again, and he kept his reso-
lution from this time on. 
On hie return from ~hie voyage he went ~o Kent wnere, 
on February t, 1750, he was married to ~he girl to whom he had 
been faithful so long. 
In June he was called ~o Liverpool to take charge of a 
vessel which was to be entered in the slave trade. He was now a 
captain with thirty men under him. He tried to set them a good 
example in every way. On Sundays he would even hold services 
twice a day for them, conducting thel!l himself when necessary. 
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Por the next six years he commanded vessels in the 
slave trade. At first he had no scruples about the trade, as it 
was then considered to be a eentlemanly occupation. But as time 
went on he began to hate himself, for it seemed to him that he 
was a jailer who was causing much suffering to the poor slaves. 
He began to pray that God might open up a more humane business 
for him. 
In 1754, he was about to leave on another trip to Afri-
ca when he suffered a stroke of apoplexy. This incapacitated him 
for hie old employment. His wife was so shocked by this sudden 
affliction that she became ill and did not seem to get well. They 
decided to move to Liverpool where she gradually improved in 
healtb. Newton could now take part in church services. He be-
came acquainted with Whitefield and hie revival. It was here that 
his real conversion took place. 
ThroU8h Whitefield's influence, Newton became tide-sur-
veyor of Liverpool. This position left him much time for study, 
the thine he wished to do most. He set to work to learn Greek, 
then Hebrew, and finally Syrian that he might be able to read re-
ligious books and treatises in the original language. He began 
to think about entering the ministry. He wavered between the es-
tablished and dissenting churches, but finally, when hie friends 
urged him to do eo, he applied to the Established Church. At 
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first he was refused. But on the recommendation of Lord Dart-
mouth, who wiehed to make him curate of Olney, he was ordained 
a deacon in 1764 and a priest in 1765 by Dr. Green, Bishop of 
Lincoln. 
With his appointment to the curacy of Olney ends the 
strange story of his profligacy. All through his life up to this 
time he had tried to forget God, but God would not let himself be 
forgotten. Newton saw the hand of Providence more frequently 
than the average sinner do~s. Frequently through the sli8htest 
delay, he barely missed disaster. He missed a ship that sank. He 
was called back from a boat on the African coast, and the man who 
took his place was drowned. In the Liverpool harbor he was delay-
ed a little in going on a ship and as he was almost up to it, an 
explosion took place and killed many of the people on board. 
These and many other instances showed Newton that God had been 
leading him all the time. He had allowed him to act ae he pleased 
but the main direction of his life was God-ward all the time. 
As soon as Newton was ordained, hie friend, Lord Dart-
mouth, assigned him to Olney as ita curate. The sixteen years 
spent there were the most fruitful of his life. "He threw himself 
with the energy of a new-born apostle upon the irreligion and bru-
tality of Olney. Hie relieion was one of mystery and miracle, 
full of sudden converLdons, special providences and satanic vis-
itatione." 6 
6 Smith, Goldwin--- Cowper, page '8 in Morley's English Men of 
Letters Series. 
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Newton was never wearied by his work of ministering to 
the people of Olney. He spent a part of every day visitinG the 
sick, going many miles at times to see them. His work of benevo-
lence was greatly aided by John Thornton who became his patron 
from this time on. During a visit to Newton in Olney one day he 
said, "Be hospitable, and keep an open house for such as are wor-
thy of entertainment: help the poor and needy: I will statedly 
allow you two hundred pounds a year and readily send whatever you 
have occasion to draw for more." Newton did not need to be urged 
to accept this, as he could scarcely have carried out his desires 
for service to the poor ahd needy without this financial help. 
Hie preaching was so sincere and eo powerful that he 
soon filled the Olney church to overflowing. A new balcony was 
built, and even then there were more people coming to his services 
than could find seats. Hie drawing-power was greatly due to the 
fact that he could point to hie own life as a convincing sennon 
on the power of the Gospel to reform a man. 
Early in 1765 Newton secured the use of a house in the 
center of the town in which to hold week-day meetings. This was 
Lord Dartmouth's "Great House", which he provided willingly in 
order to help in the projects of his energetic curate. Here New-
ton endeavored to teach the children, the young, and the old peo-
ple, in a way that would appeal to each group. Later, prayer-
meetings were added to the services held in this house. It was 
for these services that he wanted a hymn-book. So he proposed to 
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Cowper, who was also living in Olney, that they write such a hymn 
book together. For it, he subsequently composed one hymn a week 
which he used ae a fitting close to his sermons. 
Newton's services were unfortunately terminated by a 
fire that ewept the town of Olney in October, 1777, and destroyed 
a great deal of the property. He took an active part in reliev-
ing the sufferers, even collecting a large sum of money for thecr. 
But. those who did not approve of his evangelistic methode said 
that he had stirred up the people and had brought on their trou-
bles. At the regular prayer~eeting on November the fifth, the 
unruly element interrupted his services and caused a small riot. 
Newton tried to carry on, but he soon became discouraged with the 
meager results of his ministry among the people of Olney, and be-
gan to look for a new field of service. His old friend, Mr. John 
Thornton aided htm in his search and procured for him the living 
of St. Mary Woolnoth parish in London. 
Newton's life in Olney was not only fruitful in the 
kind deeds that he did to its inhabitants but in the results of 
hie pen that were published. The year that he went to Olney he 
was preparing his biography for publication with the hope that it 
would prove to be of some help to others who might be in situa-
tions similar to those of his past life. He had already publish-
ed some sermons. Another volume of sermons pr eached in Olney ap--
peared in 1767. In 1769, he published hie Review of Ecclesiasti-
cal History. And the followin~ year the volume of Olney Hymns, 
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written in conjunction with Cowper, waft published. Of all his 
works, this one was the beet known and had the greatest influ-
ence outside of his narrow circle of admirers. 
It was in January of 1780 that Newton left his parish 
at Olney and moved to the Rectory of the united parishes of St. 
Mary Woolnoth and St. Mary Woolchurch. This was a complete change 
for him. It was a wealthy parish. Few of its members came to the 
services and the poor were not encouraged to come. Then, too, 
Newton had to change from t~e quiet village life of Olney to the 
hurried city life of the great metropolis, London. From a small 
parish that left him with sufficient leisure time for further 
study he cmne to a large congregation which required every minute 
of his time and left him no leisure. 
But Newton attacked the problems of this church with as 
much ardor as he had attacked those of Olney for the past sixteen 
years. His passionate preaching again filled the church, so much 
so that the wealthy parishioners complained that they could not 
get to their pews because of the crowded aisles. But he defended 
the right of the poor to share the services of the church equally 
with the rich. Salvation should be free to everyone. 
Newton's life in London was not as happy as it had been 
in Olney. Soon after he went to St. Mary's, one of his nieces, 
Eliza Cunninghmn, whom he had broUGht up as his own child from 
the time she was fourteen years old, died. And then in 1790, he 
lost both his friend, Mr. Thornton, and his beloved wife who lin-
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gered long, suffering ~rom cancer. Though he suffered much 
throughout these sad years, he tried not to show it, but to live 
as he thought a Christian should live in times of trouble. He 
even preached his regular sermon on the Sunday after her death. 
He tells us how he felt at that time: 
"It had been much upon my mind, from the beginning 
of this trial, that I was a minister, and that the eyes of 
many were upon me; that my ·turn of preachin~ had very much 
led me to endeavor to comfort the afflicted, by representing 
the Gospel as a catholicon, affording an effectual remedy for 
every evil, a ~ull compensation for every want or loss, to 
those who truly receive it; so that though a believer may be 
afflicted, he cannot be pro~rly unhappy, unless he gi vee way 
to self-will and unbelief." 7 
"Through the whole o~ my painful trial I attended 
all my stated and occasional service s, as usual, and a stran-
ger would scarcely have discovered, either by my words or 
looks, that I was in trouble." 8 
There was still left to him however, one niece, Mise 
Catlett, who cared for him and watched over him for the remaining 
years of his li~e. She had been brought up with Miss Cunningham 
and now became the sole object of his naturally affectionate dis-
position. She went with him on his annual vacations into the 
country. She walked with him, visited with him, and when hie 
eight failed she read to him. She was hi s constant companion in 
his latter years. 
He continued to t-he very last in rreaching from the 
pulpit even though his sight grew dim and his hearing left him. 
7 The Life of the Rev. John Newton, by himself and Richard Cecil, 
8 Idem, page 197· 
Page 196. 
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When some friends suggested that he stop preaching, he exclaimed, 
"IFannot stop. What! shall the old African blasphemer stop while 
he can speak?'' 
He gradually lost strength until he passed away on De-
c~mber 21, 1807. He was buried in the vault of his church. The 
following epitaph was written by himself to be placed upon his 
monument. 
John Newton, 
Clerk, 
Once an infidel and libertine, 
A servant of slaves in Africa, 
was 
By the rich mercy of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, 
Preserved, restored, pardoned, 
And appointed to preach the faith 
He had long labou~ed to destroy. 
Near 16 years at Olney, in Bucks, 
And 2' years in this church. 
On Feb. 1, 1750, he marri~d 
Mary 
Daughter of the late George Catlett, 
Of Chathem, Kent, 
He resigned her, to the Lord who gave her, 
On the 15th of Dec. 1790. 
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Except for the last part, this epi~aph was placed on a 
marble tablet near the vestry door of St. Mary's. It stands as a 
constant reminder of the kind of life he led. Throughout his whole 
ministry he would never let the history of his life be forgotten. 
He referred to his early wickedness on every occasion possible, 
even exaggerating it; in order that he might the more impress his 
readers and listeners with the greatness of God's mercy. 
With such a life as his and with the ex1~riance he had 
had, his testimony added greatly to his power as a preacher and as 
a founder of the Rvangelical Party. His pastorate at St. Mary's 
in London was a triumph for Evangelicism. He introduced hymn-
singing into the services. His sermons were of the evangelistic 
type, aimed to draw the populace to God. But Newton was not only 
a great preacher. He was also the spiritual adviser of many in-
fluential members of the Party, among whom were Thomas Scott, the 
interpreter of the movement, and William Cowper, its poet. 
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C. THE POET COWPER. 
The story of the life of William Cowper. the other mem-
ber of the friendship which produced the Olney Hymne 1 was quite 
ae strange as Newton's. But it was entirely different. Newton's 
life was full of travels, adventures, narrow escapes 1 and ereat 
suffering. Cowper's, on the other hand, was much lese active. 
The most interesting part of the story of Newton's life is the 
part that tells us or what he did. But the moat interesting part 
of the story of Cowper's life i s that which tells us of the work-
ings of his mind. He never did anythin~ of any importance and 
would never have been knownto history if it were not for the un-
stable state of hi s mind which forced him to lead the quiet sed-
entary life that he lived. But the two friends had three things 
in common. Their boyhood was almost identical; they were both 
converted by the new teachings of the Evangelical Revival; ana 
they were both poets at heart. 
William Cowper was bor~ November 15, 17}1 in Berkham-
atead, Hertfordshire. Hie father was a chaplain to Kin~ George 
II. Hie early childhood was spent in pleasant and healthful 
aurroundinge. But at the age or eix 1 he. too 1 lost his mother. 
of wham he said nearly fifty years after her death, "I can truly 
say that not a week passes (perhaps I mi~ht with equal veracity 
say a day) in which I do not think of her: such was the impression 
her tenderness made upon me, though the opportunity for showing it 
was eo short." 1 Cowper 1 even at this early age felt his lose 
poignantly. He describes hie feelings in the lovely poem to hie 
mother. 
"My mother! when I learn 1d that thou wast dead, 
Say, wast thou conscious of ~he tears I shed? 
Hover 1d thy spirit o 1er thy sorrowing son, ---
Wretch, even then, lif.e 1 e journey just begun? 
Perhaps thou gaveet me, though all unseen, a kiss, 
Perhaps a ~ear, if souls can weep in bl~as. 
I heard the bell toll 1d on ~hy burial day, 
I saw the hearse that bore thee slow away! 
And turnine from my nursery window, drew 
A long, long sigh, and wept a last adieu." 2 
Soon afterwards, Cowper, like Newton, was sent to a 
boarding school where his life was made miserable by an older 
boy. At the end of two years, he was withdrawn because he was 
in danger of losing his sight, and was placed in the house of 
some eminent oculists. He remained here for two years, being 
taught and treated in their home. He was not very happy here 
where he had no companions of his own aee; but the time spent 
there was of great benefit to him, for hie eyes became much bet-
ter, and never afterwards troubled him very greatly. 
William, at ten years of age, was now placed in the 
Westminster School for boys, where he remained until he was eight-
een. The years spent ~here were perhaps the happiest in hie life. 
His great fund or physical strength made him excell in cricket 
and football. This aroused the admiration of his fellow-students 
Southey, Robert --- The Works of William Cowper, page 5· 
2 Idem. 
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and they treated htm well. He also enjoyed studying Latin, espe-
cially when he was taught to write Latin verse. But during his 
stay at Westminster, the shadow of the trouble that was to domi-
nate his whole life first became visible. Hie very sensitive na-
ture early tended toward diffidence, melancholy and despair. 
Cowper's father decided on law as the profession William 
was to follow, probably because of the large and influential rela-
tionship which he had and which he expected would help William to 
become successful. Accordingly, Cowper was apprenticed to an at-
torney, Mr. Chapman, to study law for three years. But Cowper was 
not interested in law. He and Thurlow, one of his companions, 
spent more ttme at his aunt's h~e with his two cousins "giggling 
and making giggle, instead of studying law." But at the end of 
the three years he was admitted to the bar. He now took chambers 
in ~he Middle Temple, where the malady that would change hie 
whole life had its beginnings. He tells us about it in one of 
his letters. "I was struck, not ·long after my settlement ~n the 
Temple, with such a dejection of spirits, as none but they who 
have felt ~he same can have the least conception of. Day and 
night I was upon the rack, lying down in horror, and rising up in 
despair. I presently lost all relish for those studies to which 
I had before been closely attacheda the classics no longer had 
any charms for me; I had need o!' something more salutary than a-
} Southey, Robert --- The Works ot' William Cowper, pages 25 to 26. 
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musement, but I had no one to direct me where to find it." ~ He 
recovered from this attack, however, by a change of scenery from 
London to the country. 
His life in ~he Middle, and later in the Inner, Temple 
was one of a gentleman of leisure. He was not interested in 
practicing law and took only t hose cases which his relatives sent 
his way. He spent more time with his literary friends and writ-
ing verse than he did at reading law. It was at this time that he 
became a member of the Nonsense Club, a group of seven Westminster 
men who were men of letters and journalists. He contributed to 
the papers they published --- 1 The Connoisseur" and "The St.James 
Chronicle." 
In 1156, Cowper lost his father, but ~his did not change 
his mode of life. He bought chambers in the Inner Tample with a 
part of the money received from his father's estate, and continued 
to live as a man of leisure. During this time he was very much in 
love with his cousin, Theodora Jane Cowper. He wanted to marry 
her; but her ~ather did not approve of the union, giving as his 
reasons that Cowper lacked means of support and that ~ there was too 
close a relationship between the ~wo. He may also have disap-
proved because of the tendency toward derangement that was becom-
ine evident during these years. 
By 176~ the patrimony which Cowper had received from 
his father had become quite small. He now began to worry about 
what would happen to him when it was all used up. At ~hie time 
his kinmnan, Major Cowper, offered him the position of joint 
26 
Reading Clerk and Clerk of Committees in Parliament. Cowper re-
alized that this office would require many public appearances. 
He shrank from this. So he asked Major Cowper to give him, in-
stead, the position of Clerk of Journals in the House of Lords, 
which was not as lucrative nor as exacting. But trouble arose 
over the appointment and it was decided that the candidates must 
stand an examination at the bar or the House. This frightened 
Cowper. For six months he went to the office to study the duties 
that would t·all upon his shoulders should he receive the appoint.-
ment. But the fear of the examination kept him from learning 
very much. He acquired a nervous fever anct so was forced to take 
a two-month vacation in the country. The change of' scenery again 
made h~ recover his spirits. But on ~eturning to London his 
misery immediately returned, and he became as nervous as ever. 
As the day for the examination approached, he became more and 
more desperate. He hoped something would intervene to prevent 
the necessity of his having to go ~hrough the ordeal, but he felt 
he owed it to hie relative not to resign beforehand. Hie dread 
and agony of mind made him think he would go mad. He !'inally be-
gan to hope that he would do so. But as the day approached he 
began to fear that this would not occur in t~e ~o prevent his 
taking part in the examination. He therefore decided to kill 
himself. He bought laudanum which he carried around in hie pock-
et to use as a last emergency. When no other intervention seemed 
to come, he walked out into ~he fields to swallow the poison, but 
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when he was about to do it 6 he thot~ht perhaps it would be better 
to flee to France instead. He hurried home to pack, but once 
there, that did not seem ~o be such a good plan. He decided in-
stead to drown hinself, but on reaching the r1ver Thames he found 
that the water was very low and that a porter was sittine there 
watching him. He decided to go back to the Temple. In ~he coach, 
he drew down ~he curtains and ~ook ou~ hie vial of laudanum. Twen-
ty times he raised it to his lips, but he could never bring him-
self to the point of swallowing it. Back at the Temple, he poured 
the poison in a small basin, half undressed and lay down on his 
bed. As he reached for the basin he heard the porter coming up 
the steps. He arose quickly and hid the poison. When he was a-
lone again he poured thP. laudanum in another vial containing wa-
ter and threw 1~ out of the window. That night, he awoke at 
three o'clock. He got his penknife, took it to bed with him and 
leaned on it twice, but the point of the blade had been broken 
off and s o would not penetrate. The next morning was the date of 
the examination. He. became desperate for a means of suicide. He 
saw his garter, which suggested hanging. He tried hanging from 
an iron bar on his bed, but it be~t. Then he tried hanging from 
the wooden frame of the bed and it broke. He finally tried the 
door. He hung there until he was unconscious, but the garter now 
broke and he regained consciousness on hitting the floor. He 
staggered to bed, called the porter, and sent for Major Cowper 
and told him everything. The Major saw Cowper's unfitness and 
took away the notice of application. 
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Cowper now became very introspective. He felt that it 
was God who had prevented him from killing himself. The convic-
tion of sin took hold of him. He feared death now. A frequent 
flashing like that of fire before his eyes and an excessive pres-
sure on his brain made him apprehensive of apoplexy. He wrote 
hie brother who was at Cambridge. When the latter arrived he 
found hiR brother bordering on madness because he believed he had 
committed the unpardonable sin. Not very lon~ afterwards, it 
seemed as if a hammer were beating ~n his brain. Darkness seemed 
to come over him and all that remained clear to him was the sense 
of sin and the expectation of punishment. He was now mad in the 
real sense ot· the word. 
He was sent to St. Albans where Dr. Cotton provided a 
sanitarium for such people as Cowper. "A vein of self-loathing 
and abhorrence ran through all hie insanity ---- Five months he 
passed in continual expectation that the divine vengeance would 
instantly pl~e him into the bottomless pit." 4 After a visit 
from his brother a ray of hope came into his frenzied mind. This 
hope gradually grew through perusing the Bible, until he became 
supremely happy with the knowledge that he had been saved. Dr. 
Cotton was at first appreheneivepf the soundness of the cure, 
but as time went on and Cowper visibly improved, he realized that 
the cure had been affected. Dr. Cotton's sensible views on relig-
ious matters helped Cowper to return to his normal mind. After 
4 Southey, Robert. --- The Works of Cowper, page 142. 
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eighteen months he was discharged as entirely cured. 
For a while, Cowper continued to 1 i ve at the Temple, 
supported by his relatives. But it was quickly noted that this 
was not the place for him. His brother wanted him near Cambridge 
where he could keep watch over him. So he found him a house in 
the quiet village of Huntingdon. Cowper's removal to this place 
marked the end of his city life and the beginning of his life as 
a recluse. He never more left the quiet of the country. 
For three months after his change of residence, Cowper 
was filled with great happiness. But at the close of that time 
he began to become despondent, because he was lonely and wanted a 
home. On several of his walks and at church he met a young man, 
William Unwin, who was studying to be a minister. His father was 
the minister of the place. They discovered Cowper's loneliness 
and frequently invited him to their home. When one of the pupils 
of Rev. Unwin departed, Cowper entered the home as a boarder. 
The Unwin family were Puritan enthusiasts and their home was a 
model of Christian fellowship. As soon as Cowper was allowed to 
join in this fellowship, his spirits brightened immediately. He 
became especially attached to William Unwin as a brother and to 
Mrs. Unwin who treated him as her own son. This happy state con-
tinued for two years, when Rev. Unwin died. The household was 
broken up, as the daughter and son had both left home. This left 
Cowper and Mrs. Unwin alone without any place to go. 
One of the neighbors informed Rev. John Newton in the 
neighboring town of Olney of Rev. Unwin's death. He immediately 
came to make a pastoral call on the widow. As a result of this 
call, Cowper and Mrs. Unwin decided to move to Olney that they 
might be under his pastoral care. This was done, and they moved 
into the house next to the rectory. 
A deep and abiding friendship quickly grew up between 
the two families. Mrs. Newton was the only other woman in the 
place with whom Mrs. Unwin could associate freely. And Mr. New-
ton felt that it was hie duty to care for Cowper's spiritual na-
ture. So the two families were together much. They spent all 
their days in a round of religious exercises without relaxation. 
Newton took Cowper with him on hie visits to the sick and the 
poor. He forced him to lead in prayer in public meetings. He 
had him write hymns for the church services~ Newton's object was 
to seclude Cowper from the sinful world. He got him to break off 
all correspondence with hie friends and relatives, and to do only 
those things which he thought would lead to peace and rest for 
·cowper 1 a soul; but instead, his mind became more and more agitated. 
His brother's death at about ~hie time added to the agitation. 
which he could not work off as usual by long walks into the coun-
try, for it was the rainy season. Newton saw the storm beginning 
to brew, eo he decided to compile a hymn-book. He told Cowper he 
was to contribute half of the hymns, thinking that this mental 
employment would quiet Cowper's mind again. 
But this was too much exertion for Cowper and he again 
went mad, again fancying htmsetf hopelessly lost, and again at-
tempting suicide. At first, Newton and Mrs. Unwin treated the 
disease as a diabolical visitation, and so did not consult Dr. 
Cotton until there seemed to be no hope of his recovery. Cowper 
felt that everyone hated him. At first he would not go into New-
ton's house. But when he was finally persuaded to go, he refused 
to leave. He remained in Newton's home for sixteen months and 
yet he would not let anyone but Mrs. Unwin attend him. It took 
practically two years for him to recover from this attack entire-
ly. On his return to health, they returned to ~heir course in 
Christian happiness; but before it could affect Cowper again, 
Newton had to leave Olney. 
Cowper now took an interest in literature and in hie 
friends, as well as in gardening, carpentering, the raising of 
hares, and other light employments. Thinking that if his mind 
were occupied there would not be a recurrence qf his malady, Mrs. 
Unwin now suggested that he write poetry for publication. He de-
cided that he would write moral satires and asked her to suggest 
subjects. So it came about that Cowper published his first vol-
ume containing four long poems: "The Progress of Error", "Truth", 
"Table Talk", and "Expostulation". This was followed by a second 
volume containing "Hope, "Charity", "Conversation", and 11 Retire-
ment". All of these are of no literary value except as they 
stand as historical monuments of the religious movement of the 
century. 
In the summer of t781, Cowper became acquainted with 
Lady Austen, who was visiting Olney. She came to live at the 
vicaraee. Her gay manner and her vivacious conversation influ-
enced Cowper greatly. He was often on the verge of moroseness 
when her humorous conversation would put him into a happy frame 
of mind again. It was she who told him the story of John Gilpin 
which kept him awake all night laughing. The next morning he 
wrote the story in ballad form. On its publication, it became 
immediately popular because of its sincere humor. 
It was she, also, who suggested that Cowper try his 
hand at blank verse. "The Task" was the result of this effort. 
Its publication made Cowper famous. But the writing of this poem 
also resulted in the breaking off of the friendship between Cow-
per and Lady Austen. The latter became angry because he would 
not devote as much tilne to her while writing as he had while he 
was doing nothing. 
But this friendship was replaced by the frequent visits 
of his cousin, Lady Hesketh, who came for months at a time to cheer 
him and to lend him inspiration. He also made the acquaintance of 
Mr. and Mrs. Throckmorton in the town of Weston at this time, and 
many pleasant visits were exchanged between the two towns. 
The climate of Olney was so unhealthy and the town was 
so unpleasant that Lady Hesketh suggested that the pair move to a 
pleasanter place. Mr. Throckmorton offered them his house at 
Weston. This was gladly accepted and Laay Hesketh had it renovat-
ed and furnished to suit Cowper. This place was connected with a 
large garden which gave Co~per great pleasure and opportunity for 
walks. Here Cowper began to live a social life that was not at 
all approved of by Newton. He made several visits to Weston to 
bring Cowper's soul back to the straight and narrow path which he 
had picked out for him when he first came to Olney. But each of 
his visits seemed to irritate Cowper more. 
Soon after their removal to Weston, William Unwin, with 
whom he had carried on an enjoyable correspondence for years, took 
sick and died. Cowper also became worse, and for six months suf-
fered from nervous fever. This interrupted his work on the trans-
lation of Homer, which he had begun, hoping that it might take the 
place of the one by Pope, which he considered a gross mistransla-
tion. After the six months of interruption, he completed this 
translation, and followed it by that of Horace and of the eighth 
book of Virgil's AENEID. 
Mrs. Unwin, who had injured her hip soon after cominr; t o 
Weston and who had suffered from this injury since that time, now 
was stricken with paralysis. ThingR went from bad to worse in the 
household. Finally Haley, a mediocre young poet of the tine who 
gre atly admired Cowper, took the couple to his home at Eartham, 
thinking they could have better care there. But Cowper waa aoon 
longing for his secluded nook in Weston. They returned, but Mrs. 
Unwin steadily grew worse. This affected Cowper's mind a~ain. 
Haley now took the couple from place to place trying to find a 
spot where they could be comfortable and where they might regain 
their health. 
Mrs. Unwin died in 1796. Cowper hardly realized that 
she was dead. Only now and then there would be a gleam of reason, 
when he would immediately attempt to write. But only one o~ his 
poems of this period o~ his life is worth considering. It is 11 The 
Castaway", and it is memorable because of its awful tone. He grad-
ually became worse until the day of his death, April 25, 1eoo. 
The interest attached to the life and worke of Cowper 
is very different from that attached to the far greater poets of 
the succeeding age. He belonged to a particular period of history. 
In hymnody he was one of the first great writers. No other 8reat 
poet has written as many hymns as he wrote. In poetry he marks 
the beginnin~ of the return from Pope's conventionality to natu-
ral expression. "Recluse as he was, he was a leader, a precursor 
of Wordsworth, a man who helped to bring in the ideals of our 
modern world. He was the poet of an awakened religious fervor, 
of the new love of humanity and of human freedom, the poet of the 
simple natural life." 5 In letter-writ.ing his charm can hardly 
be surpassed. And yet interest in him is growing less as we draw 
further and further away from his time. 
Cowper was the poet of Evangeliciam, of which Newton 
was the preacher. In his hymns, the epirit.ual ideas were iden-
5 Pancoast and Shelley: Firat Book in English Literature, par;e }02. 
tical with Newton's, and their structure conformed with Newton's 
severe canons. Their highest note ie peace and thankfttl contem-
plation . rather than joy. But moat of them are full of trust, 
faith, self-reproach and submissiveness. 
Cowper's ambition was "to be the Bard of Christianity11 • 
So he filled his poems with healthful piety. He is a poet of 
Christianity, but for another reason than he contemplated. In no 
religion besides Christianity would he have been treated with as 
much love and sympathy as he was. At the first si~n of his mono-
mania, he would have been cast aside by society. But with the 
reawakening humanity of the eighteenth century, he was given lov-
ing care by his numerous friends, with the result that we now 
have hymns, poetry, and letters that are a valuable part of our 
English literature. 
6 Julian, John - -- Dictionary of Hymnology, page 265. 
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D. THE OLNEY HYMNS. 
The book of Olney Hymns, though not the only h~~n-book 
written by Evangelicals of the eighteenth century, is by far the 
moat interestin8~ The interest in it centers about the strange 
lives of the writers which are reflected in many of the hymns, 
and about the purpose for which it was written and published. 
With the exception of a very few of the hymns, all were 
written in Olney by William Cowper and John i~ewton. Cowper had 
written a few of the hymns he contributed, while livi~ in Hunt-
ingdon. The rest,he wrote at the su88estion of his friend to 
help him with his services in the Great House. They were all 
written before the second attack of his madness occurred. All of 
Newton's hJ~s were written in Olney to be used as fitting closes 
to his sermons or as hymns to be sung by his congregation. But 
this was not their only purpose, which is given in the preface of 
the hymn-book. In it Newton says, 11 A desire of promoting the 
faith and comfort of sincere Christians, thoueh the principal, 
was not the only motive to this undertaking. It was likewise in-
tended as a monument, to perpetuate the remembrance of an inti-
mate and endeared friendship. 11 
When Newton suggested that they publish such a h~~­
book, he mntended that they should each contribute an equal num-
ber of hymns .- but Cowper's attack of insanity broke in upon his 
plans and Newton was left to finish the task alone. It is for 
this reason that Newton's portion of the work is by far the larg-
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est. This is indeed unfortunate, for Newton 1 s hymns are not to 
be compared with Cowper 1 e in their poetry and .expression. Newton 
himself realized his limitations and would have preferred to have 
written much less of the book than he did, as he tells us in the 
Preface: 
"My part would have been smaller than it is, and 
the book would have appeared sooner, and in a very different 
form, if the wise thoueh mysterious provilence of God, had 
not seen fit to erose my wishes. We had not proceeded very 
far upon our proposed plan, before my dear friend was pre-
vented, by a long and affecting indisposition, from afford-
ing me any further assistance. My grief and disappointment 
were great; I hung my harp upon the willows, and for some 
time thought myself determined to proceed no further with-
out him. Yet my mind was afterwards led to resLwe the ser-
vice." 
We are glad that he did see fit to finish the work and publish it, 
as several of our best-beloved hymns would most likely be missing 
from our hymn-books, had he allowed his harp to remain hung upon 
the willows. 
The book, containing ~48 hymns was published in 1779. 
Of this number, Cowper probably contributed 68 and Newton 280. 
There is some doubt as to the exact number contributed by Cow-
per. The earlier writers place the number at 62 or 64, but the 
most recent students place it at 67 or 68. In order to prevent 
any discussion on this score, Newton placed the letter C before 
the number of the hymn to indicate the hYJlV1s written by Cowper. 
But in publication, some of these C1 s were taken to be a part of 
the number; and so confusion has resulted from comparing the va-
rious editjons of the hymns. 
The volume is divided unto three Books. In the first, 
were placed hymns which were based on select passages of Scrip-
ture. They were arranged in the order of the books of the Old 
and New Testament, many of which are merely paraphrases of the 
scriptural texts . 
The second Book contains hymns on occasioal subjects, 
which are arranged under four headines: 1) Seasons, 2) Ordinances, 
~) Providences, and 4) Creation. The hymns were written to suit 
particular seasons, or were suggested by particular events or 
subject s. These events or subjects were of local, national or 
personal interest. But most of ~he hymns are applicable by suc-
ceeding generations because of the repetition of stmilar occasions 
and circumstances. The fourth section of this Book deals with 
the works of creation and the phenomena of Nature. These subjects 
belong rather to the field of poetry than to that of devotions. 
"The third book is miscellaneous, comprising a variety 
of subjects relative to a life of faith in the Son of God, which 
have no express reference either to a single text of Scripture, 
or to any determinate season or incident . These are farther sub-
divided into distinct heads." 1 The title -page of Book Three 
states the kinds of hymns to be found in this section with great 
definiteness: Hymns on the Rise, Progress, Changes, and Comforts 
of the Spiritual Life: 
1 Newton and Cowper--- The Olney Hymns. (Preface.) 
i. Solemn Addresses to vi. Cautions. 
Sinners. vii. Praise. 
ii. Seeking, Pleading, and viii. Short Hymns. 
Hoping. Before Sermon. 
iii. Conflict. After Sermon. 
iv. Comfort. Gloria Patri. 
v. Dedication and Surrender. 
Of these three sections, the last contains more of the 
good hymns in the book. In it, too, many of Cowper's h~~ns are 
to be found. The subjects were not limited and so the feelings 
of the writers could flow directly from their hearts. 
The poetic spirit of Cowper, as we see it later on in 
his poems, was held in restraint during the writing of these 
hymns, and broke through only occasionally. But it is when this 
happened that he wrote the best hymns. He was restrained by ~he 
rules set down by Newton before they began working on the h~~s 
to be published. Newton states these rules in the preface to the 
volume in order to let all readers understand what had been under-
taken. He says: 
"There is a style and manner suited to ~he composi-
tion of hymns, which may be more successfully, or at least 
more easily, attained by the versifier than the poet. They 
should be ~~ not Odes, if designed for public worship, 
and for the use of plain people. Perspicuity, simplicity 
and ease, should be chiefly attended to: and the imagery and 
coloring of poetry, if admitted at all, should be indulged 
very sparingly, and with great ju~ent." 
The irony of life has disproved Newton's first state-
ment. He believed that poets could not write hymns, and yet his 
partner in this work was a poet of considerate rank. He wished 
"perspicuity, simplicity and ease." Cowper applied these to his 
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hymns, but his poetic imagination added "grace, elegance, pathos, 
and en~rgy 11 2 together with a liberal use of the "imagery and 
coloring of poetry" which Newton wished used only sparingly, to 
form the beat of his hymns. Newton applied his rules vi~oroualy 
in all but a few hymns, in which he allowed his imagination to 
hold sway. His hymns exemplify the work of the versifier. And 
therefore, he is greatly outdistanced by his friend. But he was 
sincere and did his best. For this, we must admire him. He knew 
hie talent was not of the highest kind, and he tells us eo in his 
preface to the hymns: 
"It behooved me to do my beet. But though I would 
not offend readers of taste by a wilful coursenees and negli-
gence, I do not write professedly for them. If the Lord, 
whom I serve, has been pleased to favor me with that mediocri-
ty of talent, which may qualify me for usefulness to the 
weak and the poor of hie flock, without quite disgusting per-
sane of superior discernment, I have reason to be satisfied." 
The Olney Hymn Book is beat understood when one looks at 
it as a re11i val hymn-book. 
"The hymns were conceived in the very spirit of -
their time and surroundings. From them we could reconstruct 
the actual working of the Revival in an English parish under 
Evangelical leadership; and they may be regarded as bringing 
the Hymnody of the Evangelical Revival to a close. In them 
the offices of the Prayer Book yield to the sermon, the church 
year is superseded by the civil, the sacraments are subordi-
nated, and the Revival method expresses itself in the evan-
gelical theology, the strenuous activi~y in the sphere of in-
dividual emotion, the didactic element employed to instruct 
and edify the simple ~eliever, and the expository dealings 
with the Scripture." 
2 James Montgomery --- Introductory Essay to the Olney Hymns, 
Page xxxi. 
' Benson, Louis F. --- The English HJ~, Page }}7. 
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Olney Hymns was the handbook of the Evangelical people 
in England and America almost to the end of the nineteenth centu-
ry. It went through nine editions, being kept in print during 
most of the last century. It was used practically entirely by 
individuals in their devotions. It was not well-adapted to con-
gregational singing because of the limited range of subjects 
handled, because of the gloom which hovers over the whole book, 
and because of the personal nature of most of the hymns which 
make it ill-adapted to coneregational use. 
But though the book itself did not come into great use, 
many of the individual hJ~ns found their way into later hymn-
books. With the ever-growing number of good available h!~ne, the 
number taken from the Olney book becomes less. This is not nec-
essarily due to an inferiority in structure and sentiment, but to 
the desire of compilers to have as representative a group of 
hymns in their books as possible. But at least four of ~he Olney 
hymns arP. to be found in every evangelics_l hymn-book. Those 
which are considered the best and therefore those which are used 
the most are: 
and 
"0, for a closer walk with God" 
"God moves in a mysterious way" 
"How sweet the n8I!l.e of Jesus sounds" 
"Glorious thines of 'fhee are spoken" 
"One there is above all others". 
These, as well as the majority of hJ~ns written by the 
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two friends, arose out of the personal experience of the authors. 
There is a note of sadness, of despondency, of gloom to be found 
in all the hymns, because of the feelings that the two had about 
their former livee. Only in one hymn, 11 Glorious thine;s of Thee 
are spoken" is there the note of jubilance. Newton expressed 
sadness when he contemplated the life that he had led, and from 
which he had been saved by the grace of God. Cowper expressed 
sadness because, during practically all of his life, he consid-
ered himself one of the chief sinners from whom God had turned 
His face. He expressed faith in salvation, and yet it is not the 
radiant faith of one who is thoroUEhly convinced. Newton, on the 
other hand, was thoroughly convinced of the saving grace of God, 
and usually expressed it in some way even in his gloomiest hymns. 
But on the whole, there is not much difference between 
the hymns written by the two friends. If Newton had not appended 
the letter C to those written by Cowper, one would f requently not 
be able to tell which author wrote a certain hymn. In some of 
Cowper's hymns there is evident a little more refined tenderness 
and poetic quality than one finds in Newton's. But both, when at 
their beet, exhibit great excellence of hymn-structure and h~n-
feeling . 
Most of the hymns have no great value as poetry. But 
as J.C. Colquehoun has said: 
"So valuable are some of Newton's hymns, from 
their deep knowledge of the human heart, their experience 
of our wants and the application to our need, that probably 
no hymns have ever been written, whic# have given greater 
help to depressed and anxious minds. 11 
The same may be said of Cowper's also. 
Some few of the hymns which once were popular and which 
could be found in practically all hymn-books, are no longer to be 
found in the modern onee. They have been eliminated because of 
the purely revival expressions to be found in them and are not 
used now except during revivals. Many of the Olney hymns are 
buil~round the thought of the blood of Jesus. They are very 
graphic in their descriptions. 11 There is a fountain filled with 
blood" is such a hymn which has been sung by hundreds of thous-
ande of people. It is still a great favorite with m~1y; but it 
is no longer included in the new hymn-books. The figure of 
speech in the first verse is rather mixed. That, together with 
the reference to blo.od, is offensive to the modern Christian. 
Another reference, which i s very common and which belongs to that 
period, is the word "worm" applied to man. This expression also 
offends the aesthetic sense of the Christians of our day. The 
frequent reference to sinners and salvation through grace in a 
personal way was more appropriate for congregations in those 
revival times than it is for ours in our times. 
There are many reasons for the fact that the Olney 
Hymns are not used to a very great extent today. But we must 
agree with Julian in his evaluation of thems 
4 Quoted in Thomas Wright: The Town of Cowper. 
"Verses often occur, which, from their direct 
force, are vigorous maxims: and, though there is a large 
quantity of tame, sermon-like doggerel, there are a con-
siderable number of pure English hymns, of melodious ca-
dence and scriptural ring." 5 
5 Julian, John --- Dictionary of H~~ology, page 868. 
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E. OLNEY Hw.NS REFLECTING THE LIVES OF NEWTON AND COWPER. 
With ~he £acts of Newton's and Cowper's lives before 
one, the individual hymns of ~he collection may be studied to 
find out how they reflect those lives. Cowper's hymns arise pri-
marily from hie life in Olney. They are practically all subjec-
tive in character, depicting the state of his mind at the time 
they were written or at the time of his conversion. 
Newton's hymns on the other hand, reflect hie whole 
life, especially that part of hie life when he was converted 
from a profligate sailor to one of' ~he 11 sainte of God". They 
show us the depth and vitality of hie religious experience. 
"We trace in them indications of his former wayward and miserable 
course; and at ~he same time, we ~ind in them the expression of 
the mind and heart of ~he matured Christian, and ot· the Christian 
minister in the midst of his activity, anxiety and success." 1 
1. Cowper's Hymns. 
One finds only one reference to Cowper's early life in 
his hymns. It reflects thA loving care that his mother gave h~ 
for the first eix years of his life, and sounds very much like 
the poem quoted on page 23 of this thesis. The reference is in 
the third verse of "Hark, my soulf it is ~he Lord" 1 (Book I, No. 
118) J * 
1 Miller, Josiah --- Our Hymns: Their Authors and Origin, page 187. 
* See Addenda, page 66. 
Can a woman's tender care 
Cease towards the child she bare? 
The heart-rending experiences that Cowper had to go 
through when a resident of the Inner Temple are depicted for us 
in the hymn entitled, "The Heart Healed and Changed by Mercy". 
(Book III, No. 6}). In it we can see the anguish of his soul 
which resulted from the dread of the on-comin~ examination, the 
attempts of friends and ministers to help him out of his trouble, 
and the subsequent cure. 
1. Sin ~nslaved me many years, 
And led me bound and blind; 
Till at length a t housand f ears 
Came swarming o'er my mind. 
Where, said I, in deep distress, 
Will these sinful pleasures end? 
How shall I secure my peace, 
And make ~he Lord my friend? 
2. Friends and ministers said much, 
The gospel to enforce; 
But my blindness still was such, 
I chose a legal course: 
Much I fasted,watch'd, and strove, 
Scarce would show my face abroad, 
Fear 1d almost to apeak or move, 
A stranger still to God. 
}. Thus afraid to trust his grace, 
Long time did I rebel; 
Till, despairing of my case, 
Down at his feet I fell& 
Then my stubborn heart he broke, 
And subdued me to hie sway, 
By a s~ple word He spoke, 
"Thy sins are done away." 
There are quite a number of references to the darkness 
of the first attack of insanity and the subsequent light obtained 
at St. Alban's through the perusal ofthe Bible. 
I deliver 1d thee when bound, 
And, when bleeding, heal 1d thy wound; 
Sought thee wandering, set thee ritht, 
Turn 1d ~hy darkness into light. 
(Book I, No. tt8, verse 2). 
Years after he had been at St. Albans, Cowper wrote 
about his recovery from his malady. He said that it came sudden-
ly. A great light seemed to come upon his feverish brain, and it 
was ae if all was clear and bright. lie seemed to be healed at 
once. He expresses this in three of his hymns, one of which is 
No. 48 in Book III.* 
1. Sometimes a light surprises 
The Christian while he sings; 
It is the Lord who rises 
With healing in his wings. 
When comforts are declining, 
He grants the soul again 
A season of clear shining, 
To cheer it after rain. 
2. In holy contemplation, 
We sweetly then pursue 
The theme of God's salvation, 
And find it ever new1 
Set free from present sorrow, 
We cheerfully can say, 
E'en let th' unknown to-morrow 
Bring with it what it may. 
The following hymn, called "The Happy Change" (Book III, 
No. 44) was written ~ediately after his recovery in 1764. It 
shows us clearly in how much happier a mood Cowper now was. 
* 
1. How blest thy creature is, 0 God, 
When, with a single eye, 
He views the lustre of thy word, 
The day-spring from on high! 
See addenda for second, page 69. 
2. Through all the storms ~hat veil the skies, 
And frown on earthly things, 
The Sun of Righteousness he eyes, 
With healing on his wings. 
3· Struck by that light, the human heart, 
A barren soil no more, 
Sends ~he ~weet smell of grace abroad, 
Where serpents lurk 1 d before. 
4. The soul, a dreary province once 
Of Satan 1 e dark domain, 
Feels a new empire form 1d within, 
And owns a heavenly reign. 
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When Cowper had retired to Huntingdon, this happiness 
continued for three months. He took long walks into the sur-
rounding country. One Saturday night, he found a lovely, quiet 
place where he stopped to pray. The next morning he went to 
church for ~he first time since ~he beginning of hie malady. He 
was eo overcome by the emotion aroused by ~he service that he 
rushed to the quiet retreat he had found the night before. The 
following hymn (Book III, No. 45) was ~he result of this experi-
ence. It is called "Retirement". 
1. Far from the world, 0 Lord, I flee, 
From stife and tumult far; 
From scenes where Satan wages still 
Hie most successful war. 
2. The calm retreat, the silent shade, 
With prayer and praise agree; 
And seem by thy sweet bounty made 
For ~hose who follow Thee. 
'· There, if thy Spirit touch ~he soul, 
And grace her mean abode, 
Oh, with what peace, and joy, and love, 
She communes with her God! 
4. There like the nightingale she pours 
Her solitary lays; 
Nor aeks a witnees of her song, 
Nor thirsts for human praise. 
5. Author and Guardian of my life, 
Sweet source of light divine, 
And (all harmonious namee in one) 
My Savior, Thou art mine! 
Cowper's life in Olney up to the time of his second at-
tack of insanity ie clearly reflected in his hymns. He entered 
into the course of Christian happiness which Newton had outlined 
for him. At first he was very happy in it, as ie seen in the 
following • hymn: (Book I, No. 58) 
1. I will praise 'l'hee ever~r o.ay 1 
Now thine anger 1 s turn 1 d awa~r I 
Comfortable thoughts arise 
From the bleeding sacrifice. 
2. Here, in the fair gospel field, 
Wells of free salvation yield 
Str~ems of Life, a plenteous store, 
And my soul shall thirst no more. 
}. Je_sus is become at length 
My salvation and my strength; 
And his praises shall prolong, 
While I live, my pleasant song. 
The study of the tlible had a central place in Newton's 
course of happiness. Cowper had already come to look at the Bi-
ble as the means of salvation. So we have the following hymn in 
Book III, entitled "Afflictions sanctified by the Word". (No. 17). 
• 
1. 0 how I love thy holy word, 
Thy gracious covenant , 0 Lordi 
It guides me in the peaceful way; 
I think upon it all the day • 
See Addenda for others, page 72. 
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2. What are the mines of shining wealth, 
The strength of youth, the bloom of health; 
What are all joys compared with those 
Thine everlasting word bestows? · 
It was during this happy time that he wrote, "Jesus, 
• where 1er thy people meet" (Book II, No. 44). It was written 
for the opening service of ~he Great House, "a Place for Social 
Prayer", on April 17, 1769. 
But this state of happin~ss did not last long. Contem-
plation on his former life brought back the darkness of weakening 
reason. He began to be tortured by thoughts of his great guilt 
and by doubt of his forgiveness and salvation. e see this un-
settled state of mind showing itself in very many of his hymns • 
• Some of the most direct references follow. 
Book I, No. '· 
t. Ohl for a closer walk with God, 
A calm and heavenly frame; 
A light to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb! 
2. Where is the blessedness I knew, 
When first I saw the Lord? 
Where is th~ soul refreshing view 
Of Jesus, and his work? 
~. What peaceful hours I once enjoy 1dl 
How sweet their mem 1 ry still! 
But they have left an aching void, 
The world can never fill. 
4. Return, 0 holy Dovel return, 
Sweet messenger of rest; 
I hate the sins that made Thee ~ourn, 
And drove Thee from my breast. 
* See Addenda for others, pages 62, 64, 67, 71. 
Book III, No. 8. 
1. My former hopes are fled, 
My terror now begins: 
I feel,alasl that I am dead 
In trespasses and sins. 
2. Ah, whither shall I fly? 
I hear the th~der roar: 
The law proclaims destruction nigh, 
And vengeance at the door. 
'· When I review my ways, 
I dread impendine doom; 
But sure a friendly whisper says, 
"Flee from the wrath to come." 
4. I see, or think I see, 
A glimm 1ring from afar; 
A beam of day that shines for me, 
To save me from despair. 
To this conflict in his mind, came the news of his 
brother's death. Two hJ~s rea lted from this added trial. 
Welcome Cross. (Book III, No. 16) 
1. 'Tis my happiness below 
Not to live without the cross, 
But the Savior's power to know, 
Sanctifyine every loss: 
Triale must and will befall; 
But with humble faith to see 
Love inscribed upon them all, 
This is happiness to me. 
Submission. (Book III, No. 29) 
1. 0 Lord, my best desire fulfill, 
And help me to resign 
Life, health, and comfort to thy will, 
And make thy pleasure mine. 
6. But ahl my inward spirit cries, 
Still bind me to thy sway; 
Else the next cloud that veils the skies, 
Drives all these thoughts away. 
All of this trouble affected Cowper so much by 1772 
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that he attempted suicide a second time. He dreamt that the only 
way to atone for his life was by of~ering his body as a sacrifice 
at a ce~tain spot on the Ouse River. Accordingly, he took a 
coach to the desired spot, but the driver lost his wa~r and the 
place could not be found. Cowper believed only that one spot 
would do, eo he went back home. On the way, he realized the ee-
riousness of the thing he had been intending to do. In gratitude 
to God for having saved him another time, he wrote the hymn enti-
tled, "Light Shining Out of Darkness". (Book III, No. 15). 
1. God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform; 
He plants his footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm. 
2. Deep in unfathonable mines 
Of never-failing skill, 
He treasures up his bri~ht designs, 
And works his sovereign will. 
}. Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take, 
The clouds ye so much dread, 
Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 
4. Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust him for his grace: 
Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face. 
5· His purposes will ripen fast, 
Unfolding every hour; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, 
But sweet will be the flower. 
6. Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan his work in vain; 
God is his own interpreter, 
And he will make it plain. 
This was Cowper's last and best contribution to the 
book. The "light shining out of darkness" did not last long. It 
was soon night in his mind aeain. 
2. Newton 1 s Hymns. 
Newton also has one hymn (Book I, No. 76) which re-
fleets hie mother's loving care and her prayers for him. The 
third verse contains the reference. 
As a mother counts the days, 
Till her absent son she see, 
Longs, and watches, weeps and prays, 
So our spirits long for Thee. 
He found, when he had to get into the world, that it 
was a hard place in which to lead a riehteous life. He wrote of 
this in two of hie hymns. 
Book II, No. 99. 
1. See, the world for youth prepares, 
Harlot-like, her gaudy snares! 
Pleasures round her seem to wait, 
But 1 tie all a painted cheat. 
2. Rash and unsuspecting youth 
Thinks to find thee always smooth, 
Always kind, till better taught, 
By experience dearly bought. 
Book I, No. 1}4. 
1. By various maxims, forma, and rules, 
That pass for wisdom in the schools, 
I strove my passion to restrain; 
But all my efforts proved in vain. 
Hie life ae a sailor is reflected in the frequent com-
parisons of the experiences of his religious life to those which 
he had on the sea. The repeated use of the word "Tempest-tossed" 
is one of the striking characteristics of Newton's hymns. There 
are eo many allusions to the sea that they cannot all be quoted 
here. Only a few representative ones will be given, and few more 
may be found in the addenda, paee 70. 
Book I , No. 7. 
'· We may, like the ships, 
By tempests be toat 
On perilous deeps, 
But cannot be lost: 
Thou&h Satan enrages 
The Lord will provide. 
Book I, No 120. 
1. As some tall rock amidst the wavee 
The fury of the tempest braves, 
While the fierce billows, tossine hi6h, 
Break at ita oot, and, murmuring, die: 
Book III, No. '· 
2. Till you can bid the ocean, 
When furious tempests roar, 
Forget its wanted motion, 
And rage and swell no more: 
In vain your expectation 
To find content in sin; 
Or freedom from vexation 
While passions reien behind. 
Newton's knowledge of the sea and of storms made him 
able to picture vividly in verse the Bible narratives of Jesus 
calming the sea of Galilee (Book I, No.87 and No. 114), and of 
Paul's trip to Rome (Book I, No. 125)* It also gave him an inter-
eat in writing of such phenomena of nature as "Summer Storms" 
(Book II, No. '4), and "Thunder" (Book II, No.8,). Two other 
• See Addenda, page 67. 
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hymns, entitled "The Sea" -{Book II, No. 87) and "Loadstone" (Book 
II, No. 90) rose out of his life as a seaman. 
Not only a~e there frequent references to the sea, but 
there are also a number which refer to hie varied life as a sail-
or. His sinful life is well presented in Book III, No. 7, called 
"Behold, I am vile".* 
* 
1. 0 Lord, how vile am I, 
Unholy and unclean! 
How can I dare to venture nigh 
With such a load of ain? 
2. Is this polluted heart 
A dwelling fit for Thee? 
Swarming, alas! in every part, 
What evils do I see! 
~. If I attempt to pray, 
And lisp thy holy name, 
My thoughts are hurried soon away, 
I know not where I am. 
4. If in thy word I look, 
Such darkness fills my mind, 
I only read a sealed book, 
But no relief can find. 
5· Thy goa pel oft I hear, 
But hear it still in V8in; 
Without desire, or love, or fear, 
I like a stone remain. 
6. Myself can hardly bear 
This wretched heart of mine; 
How hateful then must it appear 
To those pure eyes of thine! 
7• And must I then indeed 
Sink in despair and die? 
Fain would I hope that Thou didst bleed 
For such a wretch as I. 
See Addenda, page 7~· 
The vision Newton had in the harbor of Naples, when he 
saw the mountains burst into flames probably suggested the line, 
"See the creation wrapt in flames" in the hymn whose title is 
"The day of the Lord" (Book II, No. 78). 
Newton has also depicted his life in Africa in many of 
his hymns. In them we can see him as the forlorn slave, as the 
* fever-stricken sufferer, and as the sinner. 
Book I, No. 62. 
2. The worst of all diseases 
Is light compared with sin; 
On every part it seizes, 
But rages most within: 
1Tis palsy, dropsy, fever, 
And madness --- all combined; 
And none but a believer, 
The least relief can find. 
Book I, No. 70. 
t. Once perishing in blood I lay, 
Creatures no help could g ive; 
But Jesus pass 1d me in the way, 
He saw, and bade me live. 
2. Thou,sh Satan still hiA rule maintained, 
And all his arts employ 1d; 
That mighty word his rage restrain 1d, 
I could not be destroy 1d. 
This period of his life furnished Newton with many of 
the words o~ his hynn-vocabulary. He speaks of savaces (Book II, 
No. 93, verse 5), and slaves (Book I, No. 12~, verse 4), and 
plantations (Book II, No. 51). 
The majority of Newton 1 s hymns deal with his conversion. 
* Only those which show its var i ous aspects will be quoted here. 
* See Addenda also, pages 62, 65, 66, 69, and 72. 
Book I, No . 10. 
3. Thou didst once a wretch behold, 
In rebellion blindly bold, 
Scorn thy grace , thy power defy, 
That poor rebel , Lord , was I . 
4. Once a sinner near despair 
Sought thy mercy-seat in prayer; 
Mercy heard and set him free---
Lord, that m~rcy came to me. 
5· Many years have passed since then, 
Many chHnr;es I have seen, 
Yet have been upheld till now; 
Who could hold me up but Thou? 
Book I, No. 37 . 
5· But grace , like the salt in the cruse, 
When cast in the spring of the so1u, 
A wonderful change will produce , 
Diffusing new life through the whole: 
The wilderness blooms like a rose, 
The heart wlti ch was vile and abhorr 1d, 
Now fruitful and beautiful grows, 
The garden and joy of the Lord . 
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In Olney Newton became the loving and beloved pastor of 
the parish. He was grieved to see the condition of its people, 
and he tried to relieve it . From his life in Olney , we have many 
hymns that reflect the various phases of his work there. 
Book I, No. 51 . 
3. Jesus! how my heart is pain 1d, 
How it mourns f'or souls deceived! 
When I hear thy name profaned , 
When I see thy Spirit grieved! 
4. When thy children ' s griefs I view, 
Their distress becomes my own; 
All I hear, or see, or do, 
Mruces me tremble, weep, and ~roan . 
5· Mourning thus I long had been, 
When I heard my Savior's voice: 
"Thou hast cause to mourn for sin , 
But in me thou may 1st rejoice." 
6. This kind word dispell 1 d m~r t,rief, 
Put to silence my complaints; 
Though of sirmers I am chief, 
He has ranked me wi~h his saints . 
7• Though constrain 1d to dwell a while 
Where the wicked strive and brawl; 
Let them frown, so He but smile, 
Heaven will make amends for all. 
Rook I, No. 7-,. 
1. Supported by the word, 
Though in himself a worm, 
The servant of the Lord 
Can wondrous acts perform,: 
Without dismay he boldly treads 
Where'er the path of duty leads. 
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Practically all the hymns in Book II were called forth 
by Newton's pastoral duties. The first six were written for his 
different New Year 1 s services. The next section is made up of 
hyrms which he used before the annual sermons to youn8 people, on 
New Year's evenings. These are followed by a section of h~~s 
written to be used after his sermons to stress the messa~e of his 
text. Hymns on thP. seasons, Christmas, Saturday evening ("Safely 
throu~h another week"), the close of t.he year, and ordinances fol-
low, and were used during his services in the Great House. Some 
• quotations from these hymns illustrate these types. 
Book II, No. 20. 
6. Long may thy light and truth remain 
To bless this place when we are eone, 
And numbers here be born again, 
To dwell forever near thy throne. 
* See Addenda also, pages 68 and 69. 
Book II, No. 28. 
5· On your own heads your blood will fall, 
If any perish liere; 
The preachers who have told you all, 
Shall stand approved and clear. 
Book II, No. 49. 
7. The gospel, and a praying few, 
Our bulwark long have proved; 
But Olney sure the day will rue 
When these shall be removed. 
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In the section on Providencee, Newton plac.ed such hymns 
as had been composed on events which were not sacred in nature, 
but which called forth a religious expression on his part. Some 
of the events included in this part are: the American Revolution 
(Book II, No. 64, 65, 66), the flood on February 10, 1779 (No. 67, 
68), the earthquake of September 8, 1775 (No. 68), the fire at 
Olney on September 22, 1777 (No. 69). Other subjects are also 
included. In November of 1776, Newton had to leave Olney for 
London to under-go a serious operation. "At Parting" (Book II, 
No. 71)* was written at that time. The tolling of the beautifUl 
church bell, the contemplation of hie garden and of his Summer-
house called forth hymns 74,95, and 96 respectively in Book II. 
This study of the hymns with the background of the 
strange lives of the authors has added a great deal of interest 
to them . Many of them would have li~tle or no significance to 
the casual reader; but they take on an added meaning because of 
the knowledge of ~he conditions under which, and of the place and 
time in which, they were wri t.ten . Such a stud~r afl t.his gi vee one 
a greater appreciation of the hymns to be t·ound in the hymn-book 
and makes it mean more than it otherwise would. 
"' See Addenda, page 70. 
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SUMMARY. 
The eiehteenth century in En~land was a time of great 
charge in every field of human endeavor. In politics, in social 
conditions, in literature, and in reli8ion, the 8reatest chanees 
are to e noted. H~mmody, which i s a part of litera~ure and re-
ligion, practically came into existence during this century. The 
Olney Hymns of Newton and Cowper mark ~he beginning of the publi-
cation of hj~nals and the end of the use of Psalters as the co~­
~ on book o~ song in the churches. 
It is Lecause of ti:is fact, anrl becsuse of ~he strange 
lives of the authors, that ~hese hymns are of interest to the 
people of our daj'. In order to unders ~..and vhe h~{mns that are to 
be found in the Olney book, one must know of ~he lives of these 
two men, not onl~• while residents of Olney, but also before they 
went -c..here. 
Newton ' s life sounds like a novel . It is clearly di~ 
vided into distinct chapters wlth a continuous plot . A contem-
plation of these Suru::'larize his life well. When young, hf' was 
the child of many prayers, the object of ~he attention and love 
or hia mother. Arter his mother's death, be became successively: 
a boardin&-school pupil with a love ror Latin; a profli,sate sail .... 
or on private srips and in ~he navy; he servant of a slave-owner, 
despised even hy the slaves; the converted officer in the African 
slave trade; the tide-surveyor of Liverpool; the lovin[; paetor of 
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the Parish of Olney; the h~rom-writer; and the popular rector of 
St. Mary Woolnoth in London. 
Cowper's life was not as romantic as Newton's, but it 
was just as strange. Re, too, was bereft of hie mother's care at 
an early age, and was sent to a boardin~ school. Hie later life 
may be summarized by the following characterizations: an apprentice 
to a lawyer; a frivolous young man of leisure in London; a timid 
applicant for a position in the House of Lor8e; a suicide-attempt-
er; a monomaniac; a recluse in Huntingdon, Olney and the vicinity, 
an intimate friend and companion of Newton, a hymn-writer, and a 
poet. 
The Olney Hymns were written by the two friends during 
their residence in Olney, for the purpose of providing evangeli-
cal hymns for Newton's congregation at the Great House and of 
commemorating their intimate friendship. The hymns vontained in 
this book for the most part reflect the lives of its authors in 
their various moods and activities. They also reflect life in 
eighteenth-century Olney. 
The hymns, ae well as the authors, are the product of 
their t~e. It is for this reason that many are no longer used 
in our modern hymn-books. But thia does not detract from their 
value. In fact, it gives added interest to th~ little volume. 
ADDENDA. 
SELECTIONS FRO!I/I BOOK I. 
No . 14 -- c. 
1. Heal us, Emmanuel, here we are, 
·waiting to feel thy touch: 
Deep-wounded souls to Thee repair, 
And , Savior , we are such. 
2. Our faith is feeble, we confess, 
We faintly trust thy word; 
But wilt Thou pity us the less? 
Be that far from thee, Lord! 
6. Like her, with hopes and fears we come, 
To touch Thee, if we may; 
Oh! send us not despairing home, 
Send none unheal 1d away. 
No. 31 -- N. 
1. Come , my soul, thy suit prepare, 
Jesus loves to answer prayer; 
He himself has bid thee pray, 
Therefore will not say thee nay. 
3. With my burden I begin, 
Lord, remove this load of sin! 
Let thy blood, for sinners spilt, 
Set my conscience free from guilt . 
7. Show me what I have to do, 
Every hour my strength renew; 
Let me live a life of faith, 
.Let me die thy people's death. 
No . 41 -- N. 
1. Amazing gr ace ! (hov.,r sweet the sound!) 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
~as blind, but now I see. 
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2. ' Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved ; 
How precious did that grace appear , 
The hour I first believed ! 
3 . Through many dangers , toils , and snares, 
I have already come; 
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far , 
And grace will lead me home . 
No . 53 -- N. 
1. One there is , above all others , 
Well deserves the name of Friend ! 
His is love beyond a brother ' s, 
Costly, free , and knows no end ; 
They who once his kindness prove, 
Find it everlasting love ! 
2 . i.''hich of a 11 our friends , to save us , 
Could or would have shed their blood? 
But our Je sus died to have us 
Reconc i led in him to God; 
This was boundless love indeed ! 
Jesus is a friend in need . 
5. Could we bear from one another 
What he daily bears from us? 
Yet this glorious Friend and Brother 
Loves us though we treat Him thus ; 
Though our good we render ill , 
He accounts us brethren still . 
No . 57 r . 
1. How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer's ear! 
It sooths his sorrows , heals his wounds , 
~~d drives away his fear . 
2. It makes the wounded spirit whole , 
And calms the troubled breast ; 
' Tis manna to the hungry soul , 
And to the weary rest . 
No . 6 0 -- N. 
l. Glorious things ' of thee are spoken, 
Zion , city of our God ! 
He , ·whose v.ror d cannot be broken , 
Form'd thee for his own abode: 
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On the Rock of Ages founded , 
What can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvations walls surrounded, 
Thou may ' st smile at all thy foes . 
2 . See ! the str eams of living waters 
Springing from eternal love , 
Well supply thy sons and daughter s, 
And all fear of want remove: 
~bo can faint while such a river 
Ever flows their thirst to' assuage? 
Grace , which , like the Lord, the giver , 
Never fails from age to age . 
No . 64 C. 
1 . The Lord will happiness divine 
On contrite hearts bestow; 
Then tell me, gracious Lord , is mine 
A contrite heart or no? 
2 . I hear, but seem to hear in vain, 
Insensible as steel ; 
If aught is felt, ' tis only pain, 
To find I cannot feel . 
3 . I sometimes think myself inclined 
To love Thee, if I could; 
But often feel another mind , 
Averse to all that ' s good . 
4. My best desires are faint and few , 
I fain would strive for more; 
But when I cry , "My strength renew , " 
Seem weaker than before . 
5. Thy saints are comforted , I know, 
And love thy house of prayer, 
I therefore go where others go , 
But find no comfort there . 
No. 83 
1 . Physician of my sin- sick soul, 
To Thee I bring my case; 
My raging malady control , 
And heal me by thy grace . 
2. Pity the anguish I endure, 
See how I mourn and pine; 
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For never can I hope a cure 
From any hand but thine. 
3. I would disclose my whole complaint, 
But where shall I begin? 
N0 words of mine can fully paint 
That <orst distemper , sin. 
4. It lies not in a single part, 
But through my frame is spread; 
A burning fever in my heart, 
A p lsy in my head. 
5. It makes me deaf, and dumb, and blind , 
And impotent and lame; 
It overclouds, and fills my mind 
With folly, fear, and shame. 
6. A thousand evil thoughts intrude 
Tumultuous in my breast; 
Which indispose me for my food , 
And rob me of my rest. 
7. Lord, I am sick, regard my cry, 
And set my spirit free; 
Say , canst Thou let a sinner die, 
i:ho longs to live to Thee? 
No. S2 -- H. 
1. Legion was my name by nature , 
Satan raged within my breast , 
Never misery was greater, 
Never sinner more possess ' d; 
Mischievous to all around me, 
To myself the greatest foe; 
Thus I was, -.,·,hen ,Jesus found me , 
Fill 1d with madness , sin, and woe . 
2. Yet in this forlorn condition , 
\Vhen He came to set me free, 
I replied to my Physician , 
"\/hat have I to do with Thee?" 
But Re would not be prevented , 
Rescued me against my will; 
Had he staid till I consented, 
I had been a captive still. 
3. "satan, thou;gn thou fain wouldst have it., 
Know this so~l is none of thine; 
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I have shed my blood to save it, 
Now I challenge it for mine; 
Though it lone has thee resembled , 
Henceforth it shall me obey;" 
Thus He spoke , while Satan t r embled , 
Gnash ' d his teeth , and fled avay. 
4. Thus my frantic soul He healed, 
Bid my sins and sorrows cease; 
"T k II .d H II ~ e, sa~ e, my pardon sealed, 
I have saved thee, go in peace." 
Rather take me , Lord, to heaven, 
No ·1 thy love and grace I know ; 
Since Thou hast my sins forgiven, 
v hy should I remain below? 
5 . "Love," He said , '\J ill sweeten labours , 
Thou has something yet to do; 
Go and tell your friends and neighbors 
'·hat my love has done for you ; 
Live to manifest my glory , 
ait for heaven a little space; 
Sinners , when they hear thy story, 
\I ill repent and seek my f· oe." 
No. 118 -- C. 
1 . Hark, my soul! it is the Lord; 
' Tis thy Sav ior, hear his word; 
Jesus speaks, and speaks to thee ; 
"SAy , poor sinner , lov 1 st thou me? 
2. I deliver'd thee when bound , 
And , when bleeding , heal' d thy wound; 
Sought thee 1anderin , set thee right , 
Turn 1d thy darkness into ight." 
No . 121 -- N. 
1 . Lord , thou hast von , ~t len~th I yield; 
I 1 y he'lrt, by mig;hty grace compell d , 
Surrenders all to Thee ; 
Against thy terrors long I strove, 
But who can stand against thy love? 
Love conquers even me . 
2. All that a ·wretch could do , I tried , 
Thy patience scorn' d, thy power defied, 
And trampled on thy laws ; 
Scarcely thy martyrs at the stake 
Could stand more steadfast for thy sake , 
And I in Satan 's c~use. 
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6. J,1y will conform ' d to thine would move; 
On Thee , my hope , desire, and love , 
In fix'd attention join; 
1A:y hands , my eyes , my ears , my tone;ue, 
Have Satan ' s ser vants been too long , 
But now they shall be thine . 
No . 125 -- H. 
1 . If Paul in Caesar ' s court must stand , 
He need not fear the sea; 
Secured from h~rm on every hand 
By the divine decree . 
2 . Although the ship in which he sail'd, 
By dreadful storms was toss'd; 
The promise over all prev~iled , 
And not a life was lost . 
3 . Jesus ! the God whom Paul adored , 
Who saves in time of need ; 
Was then c onfess ' d by all on board , 
A present help indeed ! 
4 . Though neither sun nor stars were seen , 
Paul knew the Lord was near ; 
And faith preserved his soul serene , 
~ben other s shook for fear . 
5. Believers thus are toss'd about, 
On life ' s tempestuous main; 
But grace assures beyond a doubt , 
They shall their port attain. 
No . 131 -- C. 
1. Fierce passions discompose the mind , 
As tempests vex the sea , 
But calm content and peace we find , 
\,ben , Lord , we turn to Thee . 
2. Since at his feet my soul hs s sat , 
His gracious words to hear ; 
Contented with my present state , 
I cast on him my care . 
3 . Thus I , who once my v..rretched days 
In vain repinings spent , 
Taught in my s~vior ' s school of ~race, 
Have learn'd to be content . 
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SELECT IOilS FROM BOOK II. 
o. 40 -- N. 
1. Safely through another week 
God has brought us on our way , 
Let us na.• a blessing seek, 
On the approaching Sabbath- day; 
Day of all the week the best , 
Emblem of eternal rest. 
3. \~hile we pray for p'lrdoning gre.ce , 
Through the dear Bedeemer's name , 
Show thy reconciled face, 
Shine away our sin and shame ; 
From our worldly care set free , 
:Lay we rest this nip;ht with Thee . 
4 . 1'ihen the morn shall bid us rise , 
May we feel thy presence near ! 
May thy glory meet o1tr eyes 
T:iihen we in thy house appear ! 
There , afford us , LordJ a taste 
Of our everlasting feast. 
to . 43 -- N. 
1 . 0 Lord, our languid souls inspire , 
For here, we tr st , ,...,hou art! 
Send doYm a coe.l of h9'lVenly fire 
To warm each Ylaitin!1: heart . 
2 . De'"l.r Shepherd of thy people , he'lr , 
Thy presence now display ; 
."..s Thou hast given a place for pr'lyer , 
So give us heQrts to pray. 
4 . ""'ithin these walls let holy peace , 
And love , and concord dwell; 
Here give the troubled conscience ease , 
The wounded spirit heal. 
7. Ar~ may the gospel's joyful sound, 
Enforced by mighty gre.c9 , 
~waken many sinners 'ound, 
~o come P~d fill the place! 
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No . 44 -- C. 
1 . Jesus, where ' r thy people meet, 
There they behold thy mercy- seP.t ; 
V1bere'er they seek Thee , ':'hou art found , 
And every place is hallow ' d groa. d . 
2 . For 'I:'hou ·lith in no walls confined , 
Inhabitest the humble mind ; 
Such ever bring Thee where they come , 
And going: , take Thee to their home. 
3 . Dear Shepherd of thy chosen few , 
Thy former mercies here renew; 
Here to our :.-aiting hearts proc lai!'l . 
The s ;reetness of thy savine; n9.me. 
4 . Here m :· ··e prove the power of pr~~ or , 
To strengthen f<ti th , and sweeten care; 
~o teach our faint denires to rise, 
And bring all l'eaven before our eyes . 
6. Lord , ;re are few , but Thou art near.; 
or short thine erm , nor de"tf thine eqr; 
0 rene t.he heavens . come g uickly do ·rn , 
:.nd rr.ake a thousar.C' hearts thine own! 
No . 57 -- F . 
1. In evil lone I took delicht , 
Unm·:ed by shame or fear , 
Till a new ob .~ect struck my sight , 
hnd stopp 1d my wild career. 
2. I saw one hanging on a tree , 
In agonies and blood , 
Who fix ' d his lr~nguid eyes on me , 
~s near his cross I stood . 
IJo . 62 - - C. 
l. The Spirit bre'3.thes upon the ···ord , 
.md rings t e truth to sight ; 
Precepts qnc promises afford 
A sanctifying light . 
2 . ~ glory gilds the sacred page , 
Majestic , like the sun ; 
It gives a light to every age , 
It glves 1 but borrows none . 
3. The hand that gave it, still supplies 
The gracious light ~nd heat; 
His truths upon the nations rise , 
They rise , but never set. 
4 . Let everlasting th[lnks be thine , 
For such a bright display , 
"-s makes a world of darkness shine 
17
' i th beams of heavenly day . 
No . 71 -- N. 
J . As the sun ' s enlivening eye 
3h ines on every place the same ; 
So the Lord is alwa;.rs nigh 
To the souls that love his name. 
2 . ~{hen they move at duty's call , 
He is ·ti th them b;i' the way : 
He is ever y;i th them all , 
Those ~ho go ~ and those who stay. 
4 . For a season call'd to part , 
Let us then ourselves cormnend 
To the gracious eye and heart 
Of our ever~present Friend. 
5 . Jesus , henr our humble prayer ! 
Tender Shepherd of thy sheep , 
Let thy mercy and thy care 
rtll our souls in safety keep . 
6 . In thy strength may we be strong , 
Sweeten every cross and pain ; 
Give us , if we live, ere long, 
Here to meet in peace again. 
No . 99 -- N. 
3 . So the calm, but faithless sea , 
(r ively emblem , ·world of thee,) 
Tempts the shepherd from the shore , 
Forei~n r egions to explore . 
4 . l.'hile no wr inkled Y""ave is seen , 
1jhile the sky remains serene, 
Fill 1 d with hopes and golden schemes , 
Of a storm he little dreams . 
5 . But ere long the tempest raves , 
Then he trembles at the 1aves ; 
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\ is res then he had been v1ise , 
But too 1 te -- he sinks and dies . 
6 . Hapless , thu~ , are they , vflin ''lorld , 
Soor. on rocks of ruin hurl'd , 
ho , admirinh thee untried , 
Court t1y pleasure , we_v.lth , or pr~de . 
7. Such · shipvreck had been mine , 
Had not Jesus (nxne divine) 
Saved me <ith ~ mir,hty hand , 
And restored my soul to land . 
SELECTIO S FROM BOOK III. 
No . 23 - - C. 
1. 'fuen darlme s s long 1·as veil'd my mind , 
"ncl ~milin!; d'ly once more appe~rs , · 
Then , my ~edeemer, then I find , 
mhe folly of my doubts and fears . 
2 . Straight I U;?br aid mv wand 1 ring her1rt , 
And blush that I should ever be 
Thus prone to act so base a part , 
Or harbour one }:qrd t •ought of Thee ! 
3 . % ! let me then at length be taught 
i'n"'t I am still so slow to learn ; 
Th~t God is love , ~nc chan es not , 
nor knows the shadow of a turn . 
4 . Sweet truth , and easy to repeat ! 
But when my faith is sharply tried , 
I find myself a learner yet , 
Unskilful , weak , and apt to slide . 
5 . Put , 0 my Lord , one look from Thee 
Subdues the disobedient iJl ; 
Drives doubt and discontent en<ty, 
And thy rebellious worm is still . 
6 . Thou art as ready to forgive , 
As I am to repine ; 
Thou , therefor e , all the praise rece i ve ; 
Be sh~me nnd self - abhorrence mi ne . 
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No . 37 -- N. 
1. Begone , unbelief , 
]Iy savior is nea.r , 
~nd for my relief 
\1 ill surely appear; 
By prayer let me wreetle, 
_nd Re will perform; 
~ith Christ in the vessel , 
I smile at the storm. 
3. His love in time past 
Forbids me to think 
He'll leave me at last 
In trouble to sink; 
Each sweet Ebenezer 
I have in review , 
Confirms his good pleasure 
To help me quite throu~h . 
1 . Determined to save , 
He watch'd o'er my path, 
wnen, Satan ' s blind slave , 
I sported with death ; 
And can He have taught me 
To trust in his name , 
And thus far have brought me , 
To put me to shame? 
No. 49 -- C. 
1. Lord, my soul with pleasure springs 
When Jesus' name 1 hear ; 
c~nd when Goo the Spirit brings 
The ·word of promise near; 
Beauties too , in holiness , 
Still delighted I perceive; 
Nor have words that can exnress 
The joys thy precepts give . 
2 . Clothed in sanctity and grace , 
How sweet it is to see 
Those who love Thee as they pass , 
Or when they r.rait on Thee! 
Pleasant , too , to sit and tell 
What we owe to love divine; 
Till our bosoms greatful swell 
And eyes begin to shine . 
3. Those the comforts I possess , 
Which God shall still increase, 
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-11 his ways are pleasantness , 
nd all his pnths a r e peace . 
Nothing Jesus d i d or spoke , 
Penceforth ever slight ; 
For I love his easy yoke , 
_\nd find his burden light . 
No . 54 -- l. 
1 . S3ved by blood , I live to tell 
1, ho.t t he love of Christ hath done ; 
He redeemed my soul from hell , 
Of a rebel made a son: 
Oh ! I tremble still to think 
How secure I lived in sin; 
Sport i ng on destruction's brink, 
Yet preserved from falling in . 
2 . In his own appointed hour , 
To my heart the Savior spoke ; 
Tbuch 1d me by his Spirit ' s power , 
And my dangerous slumber broke . 
Then I saw and owned my p-uilt; 
Soon my gracious Lord replied , 
"Fear not , I my blood have spilt , 
' T :.as for such as thee I died ." 
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